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NEUCHÂTEL CHURCH 
MAGAZINE 

April – June 2018 
 

Message from our chaplaincy team  

 
As we approach our Annual General Meeting once again we look to the Lord for 
continued guidance.   

We continue to seek the Lord’s help and sustenance in all we do and plan.   

We continue with our small base of faithful ministry participants and we face more 
stalwarts departing in the coming months:  After many years of active, fruitful ministry, 
Hazel and Bernard plan on returning to Bernard’s France the second half of this year.  
Before leaving, Hazel organized the Bishop’s 5-week Live Lent Course. 

As it is said, God moves in mysterious ways but as we have seen in Christ’s example 
shortly after his Resurrection, Jesus visited his Apostles, breathing peace and 
confidence on them in order to face the built-up opposition to him.  Thank God he 
does!   

Please keep praying that this small band will continue to be equipped for the duty 
Christ has waiting for us here in Neuchatel for a Spirit-Powered AGM and beyond! 
 

Rev. Ken Kvistad 
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NEUCHATEL CHURCH NEWS	

 
Our 5-Session Lent Course 
Well, sign of the times, we were a variable group, ranging from 11 to about 7, with 
different members of the group taking it in turn to lead the session, but we mainly met 
chez Teblez, and have to thank her for being such a welcoming host.  So now you 
know “who” and “where”, I’d better get on to the “why”. 

We used the C of E group Lent course, entitled “Live Lent” and the very first words 
addressed to us were “The Gospel is God’s rescue mission to bring us from darkness 
to light.  This is the work of Jesus, the Light of the World.  But it’s not a solo mission: 
Jesus turns to his followers and says, “You are the light of the world … let your light 
shine.”  This really sums up the course.  Each week we carefully studied a few verses 
from St John’s gospel. Our first session was looking at change, and we read about 
Jesus changing the water into wine.  The theme of the second session was entitled 
“Bread” and we reflected on Jesus’s words,  “I am the bread of life.  Whoever comes 
to me will never will never be hungry and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.”  
In week three the course carried us on to another “I am” text, “I am the light of the 
world.  Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness but will have the light of 
life.”  In week four the topic was “life”, with Jesus saying to us, “I came that they may 
have life and have it abundantly.  I am the good shepherd.  The good shepherd lays 
down his life for the sheep.” Week five was all about leaving :  Jesus preparing to 
leave his friends and face the cross, explaining that his leaving is like a seed falling to 
the ground.  “My leaving,” Jesus says, “is a death that will give life.”  So one of the 
objectives of our final meeting was to prayerfully consider what God might be asking 
us to do next, either individually or as a group. 

Each week we asked ourselves what we found most surprising in the gospel reading, 
and what we thought Jesus was saying to us, both individually and as a group.  We 
had some quite interesting discussions, with different points of view on occasions, but 
then it was time to look at a case history, and see how someone else in the church 
had translated God’s word into actions.  Then it was our turn.  Each week the course 
offered us a number of challenges to undertake both individually and as a group, and 
we all left with a “reminder”, a piece of string.   Sometimes when we reported back the 
following week we had completed our individual challenge or contributed to the group 
challenge, but we found that even when we didn’t seem to have achieved our 
objective, just thinking about our commitment had made a difference. 
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One of the group challenges is already bearing fruit: we’ve collected quite a lot of food 
to take to La Lanterne, the street mission in Neuchâtel, who regularly distribute food 
parcels.  We hope that another challenge will play a part during the meditation on 
Good Friday: “Work with your church leaders to plan a candle-light prayer service for 
your church or local community.  Plan a short, reflective service on the theme of 
‘Jesus, Light of the World.’  Invite people to come, light a candle and give thanks for 
someone who has been a light in their life.” 

Of course there was also time for prayer during our sessions.  We prayed for God’s 
guidance at the beginning of each session, and at the end we prayed for individuals 
and situations we wanted to hand over to God, and we also prayed for His help as we 
tried to let our light shine in the world through our individual and group challenges. 

On a personal note, I’d like to thank those in 
the UK who compiled this course.  I know 
we sometimes wonder why we contribute to 
the running costs of the C of E, but looking 
ahead, I think that now that so many 
initiatives are well publicized on “Europe 
Link”, we would be foolish not to make more 
use of the opportunities we’re offered. 

What am I going to do next?  Well there’s a 
free one-hour course on giving a 
“professional polish to your designs for posters, publications, adverts and websites”.  I 
definitely plan to sign up for this.  It’s on Thursday 12th April at 13.00 (CET).  I see that 
there’s also a course on inspiring music in worship – anyone up for that?  

Hazel 

 
BISHOP’S LENTEN APPEAL 2018 

CHILD REFUGEES IN CALAIS NEED YOUR SUPPORT! 

We’re raising money this year to help a house in Calais, run by Brother Johannes 
Maertens, with the assistance of volunteers who stay up to six months.  The Maria 
Skobtsova house provides food, showers, laundry facilities, clothes, shoes and 
sleeping bags as well as a safe haven for 10 of the youngest and most vulnerable 
migrants. In addition, the Diocese of Canterbury is appointing a new priest to be 



 
	

	

	

	
	

	

4	

based in Calais, who’ll need money to be able to provide not only food but also 
assistance to navigate British and French bureaucracy, and language lessons.  

We organized a Lenten supper in the church hall on Sunday 25th March (Palm 
Sunday) and raised over 400 francs for this very worthy cause. If you would like to 
make a donation, here are the banking details: 

IBAN : CH25 0029 0290 F280 0314 1 

Société de l’Eglise Anglaise 

Clearly marked “for Calais refugees” 

 
EASTER WEEK SERVICES 

 
Celebrations this year took the form of a Maundy Thursday meal at Hazel & 
Bernard’s in Chambrelien, with (voluntary!) foot-washing and a re-enactment of the 
Last Supper, conducted by Roy. Then on the following day, a Good Friday candlelit 
prayer and meditation service with music and poems, led by Ken, was held at the 
same place. 

Easter Sunday brought us back to La Coudre, with a joyous celebration of the 
Resurrection in the church rather than in the hall downstairs which we’ve been using 
for heating purposes over the winter. We were delighted to welcome a larger 
congregation for the occasion, with both visitors and some old friends we hadn’t 
seen for some time. 

Ann 
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SOME DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

 
Our regular services at La Coudre church are as follows :	 

1st Sunday 10.00 (Communion), 2nd Sunday 10.00 (Service of the Word), 4th Sunday 
17.00 (Communion)  

April-June dates: 1st April at 10.00, 8th April at 10.00, 22nd April at 17.00; 6th May at 
10.00, 13th May at 10.00, 27th May at 17.00; 3rd June at 10.00, 10th June at 10.00, 24th 
June at 17.00 

AGM: The Annual General Meeting will be held on Sunday 22nd April 
in the church hall directly after the 17.00 service. We hope all those of you 
living in the Neuchâtel area who are regular or occasional worshippers will make a 
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point of attending. To check whether your name is already on the Electoral Roll, 
meaning that you have the right to vote, please contact Ann Morel Huber, the Electoral 
Roll Officer, who can if necessary, give you an application form beforehand. 

Fortnightly Bible study sessions at Ken & Milli’s flat, Peseux, every second Tuesday 
or Thursday morning from 9.30 am. All welcome. Please confirm with Ken if you're 
intending to come. 
 
Monthly prayer & fasting group: Our prayer group meets regularly and all are 
welcome. Times (usually 12.30 to 13.30) and dates will be announced regularly by 
email to those interested. One of the locations is La Lanterne, a small chapel in 
Neuchâtel’s old town used by the street chaplaincy.  
Prayer changes things so even if you only have a few minutes, please drop in and join 
us. Please make any prayer requests known via email:  admin@neuchatel-english-
church.org. Prayer requests will be dealt with in strictest confidence unless otherwise 
indicated, so if you would like the wider church body to be praying beside you or for 
you, please let us know. 
 
Monthly ecumenical services (Taizé style) at the Eglise Notre-Dame de la Paix, rue 
du Commerce 73 in La Chaux-de-Fonds on 15th April, 27th May & 17th June. Our 
English church will be participating. All welcome. 
 
 

VISITOR FROM KOREA 
 
In March we were reminded once again how important it is for us to carry out our 
mission of being a rallying point for English-speaking Christians passing through from 
abroad, when we welcomed a young student, Kim, from Korea who was attending a 
short but intensive course at the WOSTEP watchmaking school in Neuchâtel. We 
were happy to talk to Kim after the services and he asked us to take a photo of him 
with us to show his friends and family back home – which we were very pleased to do! 
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GOD’S GREAT PLAN  
OF SALVATION 

	

	

 

As we think about this great plan of salvation, it appears to me that there are three 
major turning (or pivotal) points in history, two of which appear in the Old Testament 
and one in the New and together they speak of a wonderful God who does not act in a 
fragmentary, capricious or unrelated way, but in a single purposeful span across the 
whole of history. For me, God is an engineer with very precise plans for His people. 

The three pivotal points of His plan that I would like to consider are: -  

 

 

 The Story of the Exodus (1446 BCE),  

 The Restoration of the Kingdom of Israel (~530 BCE)  

 Mary’s meeting with Jesus on Easter morning (~30 CE). 

The Bible does not speak about a God who is remote (a world wound up like a 
clockwork machine and allowed to run down, while he watches our failure), but 
about a God who is dynamic and who is always at work in his creation. 

“It is one God who acts and speaks throughout history in the Bible. Furthermore, 
this God acts and speaks with a unity of purpose. God’s message to us is one 
unified discourse, not a series of isolated and disconnected messages; the 
overwhelming conviction of the biblical authors is of the activity of God in history.  

The Bible is not just a deposit of abstract ideas or even of formulated doctrines, 
but a marvellous unity of salvation-history” 

Gospel and Kingdom - A Christian Interpretation of the Old Testament  
Graeme Goldsworthy - Paternoster Press 1990 ISBN 0-85364-218-4 

Salvation	
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The first pivotal point is recorded in the book of Exodus and repeated many times in 
the Old Testament (see examples in Psalm 78 12ff, Psalm 105 23ff, and Joshua 24 5 – 9.); 
this reveals to us the very nature of God’s love and ultimate plan for his people.  

From the Exodus account we can appreciate 5 aspects of the nature of God. 

1. God’s Deliverance. 

His was the ultimate power over the slavery of his 
people, over the servitude of his people in Egypt. 
He was able to bring salvation to his people and lead 
them to complete freedom.  

Exodus 12 12 speaks of judgement 

Exodus 12 14 speaks of celebration,  

Exodus 12 27 speaks of remembrance 

Exodus 12 31 speaks of God worshipped as the Lord 
of the Passover. 

2. God’s Formation of a People. 

This was a defining moment in the history of Israel. Exodus 13 1 “consecrate the 
first born to me”, symbols of freedom that were to be remembered (13 14 and 16). 
600,000 men [actually 603550] left Egypt (12 37), this was the remnant of those 
left in Egypt. 

3. God’s Divine Judgement on Slavery. 

As the people crossed the Red Sea, Moses is commanded to raise his staff 
Exodus 14 16, so all may know that his God was LORD of all, Exodus 14 18. 

The power of Egypt was broken, 14 28, forever and the people came to 
acknowledge that Yahweh was the Lord (14 31) as they put their trust in him. 

4. God’s Character is revealed to them.  

I am who I am [YAHWEH] Exodus 3 14. It is Yahweh who tells Moses that this 
is his name, and that it is He who has been watching over his people (3 16) and 
has promised them a land (3 17). You will become a kingdom of priests and a 
holy nation (19 5 – 6). 

 

GOD’S	
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5. God’s Promise of a Land.You are my people and I will 
be your God, I will bring you to the land that I will give you (6 6 – 

8). Exodus 40 34ff speaks of the ongoing presence of the Lord to 
guide them to that land. We see here the real presence of God, 
his glory, his Shalom, his plan for eternity and his blessing 
upon them. 

 

We come now to the second pivotal point of the amazing salvation plan. 

After some 1000 years the people of Israel had got it all wrong and they had 
abandoned God’s love for them and certainly they no longer followed the way of truth. 
Judgement came upon them and they were exiled to Babylon between 597 and 586 
BCE. But there was a greater plan as the Lord God has always sought to redeem and 
restore his people.  

At the time of the return of the Jews from the exile in Babylon 
and the restoration of the temple in Jerusalem through the 
efforts of Ezra and Nehemiah, we have the book of Zechariah 
(his name means Yahweh remembers), which can be dated 
(certainly the first eight chapters) to ~520 BCE. He was a 
contemporary of Haggai.  

In Chapter 3 of Zechariah we see a complete example of the 
plan of salvation being worked out. 

 

1. The Sovereignty of the Lord [verses 1-2] 

 The Lord rebukes the Satan (accuser) see Job 1 6 

The Lord promises to restore this man  

(also a picture for Jerusalem see Isaiah 52). 

 

2. The State of the Man (and Jerusalem) [verses 3-4] 

 The man is filthy (picture of filthy clothes)  The man is a 
sinner…. BUT 
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3. The Act of Love [verses 4-5]  

 Your sins have been taken away 

You will be clothed in rich garments  

 (see the same for Jesus in Rev 19 8) 

 You will be given a new turban 

 (see Exodus 29 6 priestly role also speaks about a diadem) 

4. The Pattern for Holy Living is Given [verses 6-7] 

 Walk in my way. 

 Keep my requirements (laws). 

 Rule with my authority. 

5. The Gift of Love from the Lord [verses 8-10] 

 I will bring my servant the BRANCH 

 (this could be Zerubbabel or Christ as Messiah, see Isaiah 4 2 and 11 2). 

 There will be an inner law. 

 I will remove the sin from the land. 

There will be peace. 

6. The Vision of the New Kingdom [Chapter 8]   

 Zech 8 4–5 speaks of peace and acceptance in the city. 

Zech 8 6–8 speaks of the remnant being marvellous in the Lord’s eyes (see Isaiah 11 
10–16). 

 Zech 8 12–13 speaks of inheritance, blessing and a good harvest. 

 Zech 8 20–23 speaks of God being with you in Jerusalem. 

 

Compare the picture in Isaiah 37 31–32, which recalls a 
image of Yahweh’s people as a vineyard which has 
been devoured (see Isaiah 3 14) and completely cut back 
to the root stock. A picture of desolation. 
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But all is now to be restored and will flourish with such 
a rich harvest There will again be such a blessing from 
the Lord upon his people. 

 
 

 

We come finally to the wonderful event which was to be the 
third pivotal point of the great plan of salvation. 

How do you feel when you have lost a very precious thing or 
even more when you hear of the death of loved one close to 
you? All sorts of emotions occur within and leave us feeling 
totally devastated, so imagine how the disciples felt on that 
Friday night as they faced up to the fact that Jesus had been 
crucified and that they were hunted by the authorities. All of 
their hopes and expectations lay in tatters. Just a week before, 
it had been so exciting with all the crowds praising their leader. 
They thought that he was the promised King. The new 
Kingdom of God was here now!!! BUT it ended in sorrow, lots 
of guilty feelings, there was betrayal and denial to the 
authorities.  

Oh, what a DEATH and DEFEAT, and into this situation 

enters Mary Magdalene (John 20). 

1. As soon as it was light on the day after the Sabbath 

(Sunday), Mary Magdalene, from whom Jesus had cast 

out evil forces (Luke 8 2) went the tomb site. What were 

her feelings? Sadness, deep loss, regrets - if only she 

had done something for him. 

2. But at least she could now pay her last respects and 

close the emotional circle. 

3. As she came to the place where the body had been (v. 1) she saw the stone 

had been removed (remember it had been sealed by orders from Pilate). 
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4. Then horror struck her, the tomb was empty, was this the right place? Had she 

imagined it all? What had happened?      

5. DOUBT entered in and she pours out the pain of her heart to the disciples, 

“they have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we don’t know where they have 

put him” (v. 2). Others take part in the search and confirm Mary’s story; the 

tomb was empty!!!! 

 

The scene returns to Mary who is left standing outside the tomb, crying (wailing) her 

heart out (v. 11). Here John tells us of the utter DESPAIR that Mary had reached. 

Seeing the two men she pours out her troubles, her master had died and now even his 

body had gone. 

 

Eternity breaks in 

Then another person appears and speaks to her and asks the same question (v. 15). I 

feel that in deep shock and even anger Mary demands of this man to know “where 

have you put him?”  

 

Here we see the PIVOT of TIME of THE ETERNAL PLAN  

Jesus reveals himself to Mary; the Living Risen Lord stands before her 

1. He speaks her name 

2. There must have been a meeting of the eyes 

3. She cries out his name Rabboni 
 

Gently, Jesus asks her to go and tell the others the good news and tell them that the 
great plan of salvation is now complete.  
Go to my brothers and tell them, I am returning to My Father and your Father, My God 

and your God (v. 17). 

 

Eternity continues with Mary rushing back [note her change of attitude] to tell the 

disciples “I have seen the Lord!” (v. 18). 
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Our Calling to follow the Plan 
Surely this must be our message to this world; the love of God is available to ALL 

who accept Jesus Christ as Lord, and that we can bear witness to the most precious 

fact of all time that JESUS CHRIST IS RISEN! 

We are to be God’s people, in God’s place, rejoicing in God’s will.  

The Lord Jesus Christ is the Great Plan! 
 

 

Roy Farrar, March 2018 

 
Mary Magdalene meeting Jesus on Easter Morning -  John 
20 1-18 
I’m going to the tomb, I need to collect my thoughts. 
The stone will still be there and I can reflect on 
What might have been. 
 
It’s empty! 
WHERE IS HE? 
Peter and John aren’t much help. 
I need an answer, 
WHERE IS HE? 
 
Two angels? what do they know? 
Before they can reply to my question, 
I sense a person behind me, 
Yet I feel no fear. 
I turn and through my tears 
See the face of a man. 
He asks me why I’m crying and who I’m looking for? 
I feel no need to pour out my catalogue of woes. 
I feel the tension inside me ease  
And a deep peace begins to build. 
My mind reasons - 
to be here, this early He must work here. 

COMPLETED	
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I swallow hard and ask. 
“Have you taken Him? 
If so WHERE IS HE? “ 
 
Then through the grief and despair 
That suddenly overwhelm me, 
I hear my name, My name. 
My heart instantly lightens. 
Deep peace, love and joy fill me. 
As my mind grasp what has been said 
And by whom; 
It has to be. 
“Rabboni !!” 
 
I want to capture the moment forever 

With all its feelings and emotions. 
To hold Him, never let Him out of my sight again. 
I’m told I can’t, His time here is short. 
A voice inside me screams, that’s so unfair!! 
I know He sees my heart. But continues, 
“My future purpose now lies with God My Father. 
  Don’t you see I have to go Home?” 
 
Years later I recall the words of Jesus by the empty 

tomb. 
....”I have to go Home...” 
I realise now He was right. If He had stayed, 
It really would have been unfair. 
 
Copyright R.M. Whitehead 2018 
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PRAYER LETTER FROM BERYL BAKER 

 
Casilla 1124, Asunción, Paraguay,  
18th February  
Beryl Baker <bbakerparaguay@gmail.com> 
 
Dear Praying Friends, 
 
Through all the changing scenes of life, in trouble and in joy, 
The praises of my God shall still my heart and tongue employ. 
I AM the Alpha and the Omega, says the Lord God Almighty 
Who is and was and is to come.                         Revelation 1, 8 
 
In the past, people attending the Chaco churches were asked to leave their guns and 
knives in the porch. Now it would be relevant to ask people to keep their mobile 
phones switched off during the service. Isn’t it true that so many things distract us from 
listening properly to God or spending time in prayer or Bible Study?  Getting a prayer 
letter written has plenty of interruptions, too!! 
 
Christmas was quiet.  People have their annual holidays at this time of the year.  A 
Paraguayan family and the wife and young daughter of another ranch worker came to 
lunch.  Many more people were invited but didn’t turn up.  Please pray for Victoria and 
Ramona who have received the Lord and for Natividad. By the way, his birthday is the 
25th December, hence his name.  He is Victoria’s husband. Two Christian DVDs after 
lunch left everyone with food for thought. 
 
New Year with The Good Seed calendars (Buena Semilla in Spanish), which are 
readily received.   These Bible verses and commentaries on a daily basis go into 
homes and, hopefully, hearts. The Lord says His word will not return to him unfruitful. 
 
Rain stops play, so the cricketers say and in the Chaco the annual downpours make 
visits to many communities difficult.  Please pray especially for the people at La Patria 
who are pretty well isolated at present: 
Cirilo Benitez is improving after having two toes amputated but cannot walk very 
far. Please pray for his daughter Fielina who is now taking over the health care and will 
hopefully be accepted by the Ministry of Health as a replacement for her elderly father 
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at Estribo. Norma Alvarez is working independently and relies on the income from her 
son-in-law and the produce from her wonderful allotment. She lives with her daughter 
and two grandsons. 
Lidia at La Patria is still without government funding and relies on my visits together 
with back-up from the Mennonite team.  Getting medical supplies is a big financial 
headache as most health posts have none.  
As ever a neutering programme for dogs and cats is urgently needed.  Bottle feeding 
three puppies is now over but finding good homes for them is not easy, plus the 
numerous abandoned kittens in Asuncion. 
 
Rhett will be 76 in April.  His health is not good. 
As many of you may know Luis Palau has lung cancer and is asking for prayer for 
God’s will to be done, whatever that means for him. 
 
Spending time at Ramoncito with the former members of the Rio Verde  was a mutual 
blessing.  Policeman Solomon and his wife Magdalena work all out for the Lord at the 
Anglican church, King of Kings.  All their grown-up children are involved in Christian 
work in their community or with the Mennonites at Loma Plata. 
 
The skeleton of the Mennonite rancher Abraham Fher was found a few weeks 
ago.  This is devastating news for his family and all the other relatives of other men 
who have been kidnapped by the terrorist group.  All of Abraham’s community have 
moved to the Chaco and so 170 families will try and re-establish their homes there. 
 
There seems to be no hope of saving Jorvy and Ana’s marriage, and divorce 
proceedings are under way. Jorvy will have 100% custody of 4-year-old Jonathan who 
is a much happier little boy without his mother.  A court case will come up later this 
month to decide whether Ana goes to jail or not.  One can only pray for her as she is 
determined to do her own thing with her drug addict boyfriend. 
 
Domestic violence even amongst the Indians is now a big problem.  The cause - no 
Christian commitment and the bad influences of TV and addiction to the Internet via 
mobile phones.   
The heat and humidity is wearing everyone down but hopefully some cooler weather 
will now be on the way. Always the harvest is plentiful but the reapers are 
few especially in the non-Mennonite areas of the Chaco.  
  
With all my love and prayers,         
Beryl. 
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MEET A MEMBER 

 
I’ve been trying for ages to interview Lucy Maliki for this 
column but could never pin her down for a meeting. This 
may have something to do with the fact that Lucy drives 
210 km daily getting to work and back and doesn’t have 
much free time left! However, this punishing schedule of 
hers is luckily set to change … but not for another year ! 
Read on to find why: 

Ann:   Lucy, tell us a little about yourself!  

Lucy: I was born in Mombasa, Kenya. My dad was a 
mechanical engineer, who worked for the East African 
Railways, and my mum was a nurse, later a midwife at 

Coast General Hospital. We are a family of eight (seven sisters and one brother). My 
dad was Tanzanian, from Marangu (Kilimanjaro) and my mum Ugandan, from Hoima-
Toro (one of the Uganda kingdoms at that time) and we were born in Kenya, so I 
would say we’re East Africans, because we had the privilege of mixing different 
cultures.  Our family later moved to Nairobi and that’s where we settled till today. I 
went to school in Nairobi and Thika: primary school in Nairobi, Catholic secondary 
school in Thika and back to Nairobi for high school (both girls’ only). I later went to the 
University of Nairobi for my BA in Government and 
Linguistics.  

I worked as a flight attendant for Kenya Airways for a 
year and travelled to many countries in Africa and 
Europe. 

I have siblings in Canada and the US.  

Ann:   What brought you to Switzerland and why 
Neuchâtel? 

Lucy: My mum didn’t like the fact that I was working for Kenya Airways so I promised 
I’d leave after a year, which I did. My sister had a friend working for the Kenya 
Consulate in Zurich and my mum contacted her. At first I was reluctant to leave Africa. 
I wanted to go to South Africa but my mum thought it not the safest place to go. So I 
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came to Switzerland. This lady thought it was best for me to come to the French part 
and one of her friend’s brothers was in Neuchâtel. I registered at the Ecole de 
Commerce to study French. I later moved to Fribourg University for French and finally 
a friend of mine convinced me to go to Lausanne. So I went there and registered at the 
University, where I did a French-teaching diploma.    

I worked at McDonald’s to pay for my studies and was lucky to get a job at the Berlitz 
school of languages, the start of my teaching career. I worked in language schools and 
companies in Neuchatel.  I met my ex-husband in Lausanne. He was a student at the 
EPFL.  

Ann:   Tell us what your children 
are doing now! 

Lucy: I have three children, two 
boys and a girl. The eldest, Kamal, 
is 27. He finished his master’s 
degree at Brunel University, 
London last year and he’s now 
working in London. My daughter 
Zana is 24 and has finished her 
exams at the HEG (Haute Ecole de 
Gestion) in Neuchâtel and is now 
writing her dissertation. She’ll most 
likely graduate in September with a 
degree in Economics, majoring in finance). The youngest, Nassim is 18. He’s in his 
final year at the Lycée Denis-de- Rougemont, and he’d like to go to the University of 
Lausanne (HEC).  Yes! 3 economists! 

Ann:  And what about your present job? It has both advantages and disadvantages, 
doesn’t it? 

Lucy:  I work at GIHE (Glion Institute of Higher Education), a hospitality management 
school in the canton of Vaud, above Montreux, overlooking Lake Léman. I’ve been 
there for 3 years now. I started by teaching French and now I teach English. I enjoy 
teaching there. I had always wanted to teach in a well-structured school - maybe this 
comes from my upbringing - the uniform.  I wore school uniform during my schooling. 
The students are from at least 94 different countries. It’s a great experience. I get 
challenged as courses change constantly and l have to adapt the course or create a 
new course. The main disadvantage is commuting to Glion - I drive 210 km per day! 
But as my children are still living in Neuchâtel, I like to get home in the evening.   
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Ann:   How did you first make contact with Neuchâtel English Church? 

Lucy: I went to a church service 9 years ago. I am an Anglican so I found what I 
wanted there.  

Ann:   How important is your faith to you in your life? 

Lucy: It is the base of my well-being. It has helped me throughout my life, through 
good times and challenges that I have encountered. It gives me strength when I am 
low. I thank the Lord for the life He has given me; this includes good health, my family, 
friends, shelter and more.  

Ann:   We were sorry to hear that your 
mum recently passed away in Kenya. 
She sounds as if she had a very strong 
personality, the way she insisted on 
directing you in your career! 

Lucy: Oh yes, with her there was no 
negotiation possible! My dad died young 
and she had to bring up her family of 
eight children single-handed. She was a 
widow for 42 years. She insisted we all 
worked hard because she wanted us all 
to go to college or university – and we did! 

Ann:   What are your plans for the future? I believe you have a very important event 
lined up soon … 

Lucy (laughing): Yes, I’m getting married in June to my fiancé David! 

Ann:   Lucy, we’re all just delighted to hear your news! Where are you going to live? 

Lucy: Well, to begin with: no change. I’m going to keep working in Glion, living in 
Neuchatel because my two children are still at home and David in Zug because it’s 
difficult to find a job in his line of work in Neuchatel and he’ll be retiring in a year. We’d 
like to move to Kenya. It’s a long-term project. By that time my children will be more 
independent. 

Ann: Well, Lucy, we don’t want to lose you but at the same time we want you both to 
be happy. And maybe you’ll send us one of your wedding photos to print in our 
magazine! 
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CONGRATULATIONS to Nick and Louise Spanner on the birth of their latest 
grandchild ! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Louise Grace was born on the 19th January to daughter Esther and her husband 
W. Ahmed – a new little sister for Ayrton, Jacques and Rider. She weighed in at 
2520g. Here she is with her parents at her presentation service at Birchington 
Baptist Church in Kent, and with her aunt Maddy who was baptized on Easter 
Sunday ! 
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ON A LIGHTER NOTE … 
 
 
One Easter Sunday the Reverend Jones announced to his congregation, 'My good 
people, I have here in my hands three sermons  ....  
A $100 sermon that lasts five minutes 
A $50 sermon that lasts fifteen minutes 
And a $20 sermon that lasts a full hour. 
Now, we'll take the collection and see which one I'll deliver.' 
 

***************************************************** 
 

 
Do you know the story about Joseph of Arimathea, who told his family that he had 
given the family tomb to this guy from Nazareth ? 
When his family loudly protested, he managed to calm them all down by saying: 
« Relax, he only needed it for the weekend.»    
 

**************************************************** 
 
A man says to the evangelist lady who is preaching in the street during Lent : 
-  I know what YOU are ! You’re a Happy Clapper.  
-  Oh no I’m not !  she said.  I’m a Walkie Talkie.  
 

**************************************************** 
 
One Easter a priest and a taxi driver both died and went to heaven. St. Peter was at 
the Pearly Gates waiting for them 
« Come with me » said St. Peter to the taxi driver.  
The taxi driver did as he was told and followed St Peter to a mansion. It had everything 
you could imagine from a bowling alley to an Olympic size pool.  
« Oh my word, thank you » said the taxi driver.  
Next, St. Peter led the priest to a rough old shack with a bunk bed and a little old 
television set.  
« Wait, I think you are a little mixed up» said the priest. « Shouldn't I be the one who 
gets the mansion? After all I was a priest, went to church every day, and preached 
God's word. » 
« Yes, that's true » St Peter rejoined, « But during your Easter sermons people 
slept.  When the taxi driver drove, everyone prayed. » 


