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Rev. Roy Farrar (1939-2018) 

 

It was with great sadness and some shock that we learnt that Rev. Roy Farrar had 

passed away peacefully at home on 23rd July. He had been experiencing 

deteriorating health for several months and had been recently diagnosed with Motor 

Neuron Disease. 

Formerly Head of the Department of Mechanical Engineering and later Vice 

Chancellor of at the University of Southampton, Roy was ordained as a non-

stipendiary Priest following his retirement and served both in the Diocese of Bristol 

and Diocese in Europe.   

He was the Chaplain of Lille for two years, was briefly on the staff at St. Michael’s, 

Paris and then Chaplain of Neuchatel English Church, where under his leadership, 

the congregation grew and developed. His love for the Lord and his “great faith in a 

great God” were infectious. Our prayers are with Mieke, his wife, and his wider family. 

May Roy rest in peace and rise in glory! 

(Published in the European Anglican on 24th August 2018) 

 



A Service of Thanksgiving for Roy was held at All Saints Church, Vevey, on Friday 

27th July at 15.00, conducted by our Chaplain, Rev. Clive Atkinson. It was an 

emotional service, well attended by family and friends and both present and former 

members of Neuchâtel Church and of All Saints, where Mieke was active for 30 years 

before she married Roy. Tributes were paid by members of the family and as Roy 

was a music lover, his favourite hymns or pieces of music were sung or played. 

It was particulary fitting that granddaughter Lisa should read the text from John 15 v 

1-17, “I am the true vine and my Father is the gardener.” Roy loved living among the 

vineyards of Auvernier. He followed the work of the vinegrowers throughout the 

seasons and was always amazed by the abundance of the grape harvests in 

September, compared to the bare branches of the vines in the winter. They looked 

dead and abandoned and would be severely pruned by the vinegrower to enable 

growth for the new season. Many of Roy’s articles for this magazine used the 

example of the vine – in fact the previous edition (July-September 2018) contained 

references and pictures to it in his leading article “Quo vadis?” If you still have this 

edition on your computer – it’s also on the website – have another read through the 

article. It’s Roy’s last message to us and it is one of hope for growth and 

development of our church in Neuchâtel if we have faith and reliance in God to help 

us through.  

We’re all grateful for the time Roy spent among us and the enormous contribution he 

made to our church. We will always remember the kindness, interest and hospitality 

he showed to us all and how he encouraged us in the tasks we undertook for the 

church and the events we organized to raise funds for charity and for his old friend 

Beryl Baker in Paraguay.  

After his “retirement” from his ministry in Neuchâtel, Roy was always available to step 

in if a preacher or celebrant for Communion was needed.  In the coming weeks and 

months, some organisational changes will have to be made to ensure that regular 

services take place in La Coudre and in the meantime they will be on the 2nd and 4th 

Sundays of the month – you’re advised  to consult 

the website regularly. 

Our dear friend Mieke Farrar will be leaving us in 

October to move back to Vevey where she still 

has many friends and will be nearer to her family. 

We thank Mieke with all our hearts for all she has 

done in the 11 years she has been with us, 

unfailingly working along with Roy, attending and often hosting our gatherings at their 

apartment in Auvernier and serving innumerable cups of tea and coffee. We’ll miss 

her good humour and lively conversation. Of course we hope Mieke will pay us a visit 

from time to time. Her telephone number remains the same, and she has already 

given us her new email address. 



For the time being, Rev. Ken Kvistad will continue to lead the services of the Word 

(the 2nd Sunday of the month), as well as bible studies at his home. The Communion 

service on the 4th Sunday (17.00) will be taken by a locum if Rev. Clive Atkinson, our 

chaplain from Vevey, cannot come. On 23rd September we were happy to welcome 

for the first time Rev. Anne Lowen from Basle. 

Ann Morel Huber  

Magazine editor 

 

Message from Rev. Ken Kvistad from our chaplaincy 

team 

 

This October calls us at Neuchatel English Church to make new our first love in 

Christ.  Above all at a time of transition we are reminded to base our lives, our 

relationships and our futures firmly in Christ.  We have just finished a home group 

review of the Book of James which clearly and unequivocally calls us to make our 

“Yes, yes” and to know and follow the Wisdom from above through Christ Jesus.   

This, as we face pressures from all sides and as we seek God’s guidance and his will 

for the Neuchatel community, demands that we go directly to the source, the Author 

of our faith, Jesus Christ (Heb. 11).   Gratefully we have had great leadership from 

Rev. Clive Atkinson and his church, All Saints in Vevey has unselfishly shared Clive 

with us.  With the loss of Rev. Roy Farrar, Clive’s inputs and guidance have been 

especially appreciated and fruitful.  As the expatriate, English-speaking community 

dwindles in this area, our numbers continue to decline and our voice together 

continues to seek out God ever more emphatically and decisively.   

“Help, Lord, you have the world in the palm of your hands and you love and care for 

each and every one within that palm.  Guide us, Lord, to know your will for your 

Church.”   

AMEN   

Ken Kvistad 

 

 

 



 

NEUCHATEL CHURCH NEWS 

 

Open-air service and barbecue at Boudevilliers 

 

Our now traditional event was held on Sunday 26th August. Although still shell-

shocked after Roy’s untimely death, we were glad to get together again in the 

beautiful countryside of the Val-de-Ruz to worship and sing in a short service 

conducted by Ken, with musical accompaniment from Lucy on her flute.  

We enjoyed a delicious meal with homemade delicacies over a glass of wine or 

mineral water and exchanged news of our holidays and plans for the future - of which 

“moving” was inevitably a topic for some! Peter as ever was in charge of the grill! 

Meantime, Yossef and Gabriella treated us to some football tricks on the vast playing 

field! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Visit to Dianne Cox’s service at Christchurch, Lausanne 

As you may have heard, our former priest, Rev. Dianne Cox, now back in York, was 

in Lausanne during the summer doing a locum in Lausanne. A group of us from 

Neuchâtel made the journey down to attend one of her services on Sunday 12th 

August and enjoyed a simple picnic afterwards in the beautiful shady church garden, 

with some of the regulars from the local congregation. This time Peter had a day off, 

as there was no grill for him to set up and look after!  

 

                  

 

 

 

 



 

SOME DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Autumn 2018 – for up-to-date details, please consult website page Upcoming 

Events  

www.neuchatel-english-church.org  

Sunday 14th October at 10.00 : Service of the Word 

Sunday 28th October at 17.00 : Harvest Festival, preceded by snacks, 

refreshments from 16.00 downstairs in the Church hall. Afterwards, the gifts of 

harvest produce - fruits, vegetables, jams, wine etc - which we bring will be 

auctioned in favour of our nurse/missionary Beryl Baker in Paraguay 

Sunday 11th November at 10.00 : Service of the Word 

Sunday 25th November at 17.00 : Holy Communion 

Dates of Christmas services have still to be fixed. 

Our fortnightly Bible study sessions have resumed after the summer. Please 

contact Ken Kvistad for dates and times. 

 

 

  

TWO LETTERS FROM FROM BERYL BAKER 

 

                                                 bbakerparaguay@gmail.com>  

                                                 10  September 2018, 01:15:42 BST 

 

Subject: Topics for prayer and praise 

 

Dear Praying Friends, 

 

Firstly a verse from Isaiah 41; 12,13 to inspire and encourage: 

 

You shall seek those who contend with you, 

but you shall not find them, 

Those who war against you shall be as nothing at all. 

http://www.neuchatel-english-church.org/
mailto:bbakerparaguay@gmail.com


For I, the Lord your God, hold your right hand, 

it is I who say to you, 

“Fear not, I will help you.” 

 

• Again, there is a long drought in the Chaco and the lack of clean drinking 

water is making many people ill.   Please pray for rain. 

 

• An influenza epidemic and the lack of medicines in the official health 

centres has meant my medicine stock is very low and I have yet to pay the 

bills. 

 

• Paraguay has a new government since 15th August and much prayer is 

needed to ensure that justice and righteousness are the concerns of the 

new leaders. 

 

There are many seriously sick people needing the Lord’s healing touch: 

• Miguel Martinez, now in the Indian Hospital, Silvio Riquelme, in the hospital 

at Luque after major intestinal surgery.  

• The ongoing treatment for cancer for Maria Luisa and her sister Blanca.  

• Noelia Dermot a 14-year-old with suspected rheumatoid arthritis and severe 

anemia. 

• Prayer against the deception and influence of the witchdoctors. 

• Ongoing protection for 4-year-old Jonathan. 

• Strength and good health for Rhett. 

• The Bible studies with the ranch ladies and Rebecca Campesteguia and the 

faithful group of ladies at Palo Blanco who meet for prayer and worship 

every Friday afternoon. 

• Praise for the Lord’s protection on the roads in the Chaco where garages 

and people to help are very few and far between. 

• Praise that many more poor people now have decent brick homes with 

water cisterns. 

• New homes for the cats and dogs and sufficient funds to get them all 

spayed and castrated 

• Wisdom, courage and provision for the Indian health promoters 

 

God is faithful and He will intervene over and above all that we can think or 

imagine. 

 

With love, thanks and prayers, 

 

Beryl 

 

 



Dear Julie, 

Thank you for circulating the topics for praise and prayer. 

In the letter that disappeared I enlarged a great deal on the prayer topics 

especially about Jonathan. 

Ana is pregnant and is making life very difficult for Jorvy as she is demanding to 

have Jonathan. 

Jorvy has run up some pretty hefty bills with his lawyer but Jonathan doesn’t have 

to go to spend time with his mother and is so much happier, but says numerous 

times a day, “I don’t want to go and I don’t want to see my mother. Help me. Ana’s 

new partner is very difficult, too.” 

Tomorrow I must return to the Chaco.  I spent the last two days running around all 

over town to get the necessary documents to renew my Paraguayan identity card 

which expires next month.  I’m relieved that it is all done and the new card will be 

ready in a month’s time. The police were very helpful and open to receiving 

Christian literature. 

The drought situation is making life hard for people outside of the cities where the 

only water supply comes from rain.  

My wrist is a lot better now but my left arm is very painful especially at night and 

early morning. 

The computer is not a 100% reliable and keeps on switching itself off but my 

antivirus says everything is ok. 

That’s all for just now. 

God bless, 

Beryl 

 

 

 

 
 



 

NEUCHÂTEL CHURCH 
 

La Coudre (Opposite the Funiculaire Station) 
 

 

Sunday 28th October  
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Bring and share tea at 16:00 

followed by a service of 

thanksgiving at 17: 00 and then 

a fun, but fiercely competitive 

auction sale of the harvest 

produce.  All the proceeds of 

the afternoon will be sent to our 

nurse/missionary, Beryl Baker, 

who works in the (very) rural  

area of the Chacos in 

Paraguay. 

 
Some of us have met Beryl, but if you would like to know more 

about the kind of person she is, what she does, and what it’s like to 

live and work in the Chacos, why not check out this page from a 

church in Swanlinbar, Ireland. 
https://skparishgroup.weebly.com/paraguay.html 
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HARVEST 

FESTIVAL  

 



 



 

 

 

Holy God,  

earth and air and water are your creation, 

and every living thing belongs to you: 

have mercy on us as climate change confronts us. 

  

Give us the will and the courage  

to simplify the way we live, 

to reduce the energy we use,  

to share the resources you provide, 

and to bear the cost of change. 

 

Forgive our past mistakes  

and send us your Spirit 

with wisdom in present controversies  

and vision for the future to which you call us 

in Jesus Christ our Lord.      Amen. 
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Jubilé des Jubilé des 1010 ANS ANS  de la de la 

PRIÈRE COMMUNE CANTONALEPRIÈRE COMMUNE CANTONALE

15h0015h00 AccueilAccueil
15h15 15h15 Introduction bibliqueIntroduction biblique

avec des groupes de partageavec des groupes de partage

16h1516h15 Pause caféPause café
16h4516h45 Ateliers à choix:Ateliers à choix:

- Prière silencieuse- Prière silencieuse
- Introduction aux icônes- Introduction aux icônes
- Répétition des chants de Taizé- Répétition des chants de Taizé

18h00 18h00 Prière CommunePrière Commune
19h00 19h00 CollationCollation

Dimanche 18 novembre 2018Dimanche 18 novembre 2018
Église Saint-Pierre à BoudryÉglise Saint-Pierre à Boudry
Rue des Lières 10Rue des Lières 10
2017 Boudry2017 Boudry

Église réformée évangélique du canton de NeuchâtelÉglise réformée évangélique du canton de Neuchâtel Église catholique romaineÉglise catholique romaine
Église anglaiseÉglise anglaise Église catholique chrétienneÉglise catholique chrétienne

Église orthodoxe neuchâteloiseÉglise orthodoxe neuchâteloise

Exposition 
Exposition 

de photos et témoignages 

de photos et témoignages 

des différentes églises 

des différentes églises 

visitées durant les 10 ans

visitées durant les 10 ans

Pour toute information complémentaire:Pour toute information complémentaire:
prierecommunene@gmail.comprierecommunene@gmail.com



Anglicans join other Christians in Assisi for two-

day Ecumenical Prayer for Creation 

 

Christians from different denominations will take part in a pilgrimage from Assisi to 

the COP24 UN climate change conference in Poland, after a two-day ecumenical 

prayer event. The Season of Creation began as an initiative from the Ecumenical 

Patriarch Demetrios in 1989. It has since been endorsed and recommended to the 

Anglican Communion by the Anglican Consultative Council; and by Pope Francis 

for the Roman Catholic Church. It runs from the World Day of Prayer for Creation 

on 1 September to the feast of St Francis of Assisi on 4 October. 

For the past few years, the Anglican Communion Environmental Network has 

teamed up with the Global Catholic Climate Movement and other agencies to 

provide a range of resources to help Christians around the world make the most of 

the season. This year’s theme, “Walking Together” has inspired the first 

Ecumenical Care for Creation event in the Italian town of Assisi. On the afternoon 

of Friday 31 August, Christians will gather in Assisi’s Vescovado Plaza, where 

Saint Francis publicly renounced his father’s wealth, for the start of two days of 

prayer. Between 5 pm on 31 August and 11 am on Saturday 1 September, prayer 

will take place there, at the Room of Reunification, the Chapel of Saint Damian in 

the Basilica of Saint Clare, and at the Upper Basilica of Saint Francis of Assisi. 

In a message inviting churches to participate in this year’s Season of Creation, 

organisers said: “As the environmental crisis deepens, we Christians are urgently 

called to witness to our faith by taking bold action to preserve the gift we share. 



“During the Season of Creation, we ask ourselves: Do our actions honour the Lord 

as Creator? Are there ways to deepen our faith by protecting ‘the least of these’, 

who are most vulnerable to the consequences of environmental degradation? 

“During this season, we walk together towards greater stewardship of our place in 

creation.” 

At the conclusion of the events in Assisi, a group of pilgrims will begin a pilgrimage 

to Katowice, the venue for this year’s annual UN consultation on climate change, 

COP24. They will set off from St Francis’ Basilica at 11 am on 1 September and 

walk to Gubbio on the first leg of “The Path of Francis” pilgrimage. 

Organisers describe the COP24 meeting as “a crucial international event for the 

real implementation of the Paris Agreement.” 

Amongst those taking part in the two-day event in Assisi are Archbishop Bernard 

Ntahoturi, Director of the Anglican Centre in Rome; and Elizabeth Bussmann, 

environmental officer for the Church of England’s Diocese in Europe. 

Since 2015, September 1 has been celebrated as the annual World Day of Prayer 

for the Care of Creation. Take a look around as we celebrate the end of summer 

and appreciate creation around us and within us. Go and enjoy the outdoors and 

thank God for the world we live in! 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ON A LIGHTER NOTE … 

 
 

The Sermon 

A little girl became restless as the preacher's sermon dragged on and on. Finally, 

she leaned over to her mother and whispered, "Mommy, if we give him the money 

now, will he let us go?" 

The Ten Commandments 

A Sunday school teacher was discussing the Ten Commandments with her five- 

and six-year-olds. After explaining the commandment to "honor thy father and thy 

mother," she asked,"Is there a commandment that teaches us how to treat our 

brothers and sisters?" 

Without missing a beat one little boy answered, "Thou shall not kill." 

Money for the Pastor 

A little boy was given a five-dollar bill to put in the collection plate. When the 

offering came around, he wouldn't put it in. But after the end of the service, when 

he went to shake the pastor's hand, he pulled out the five-dollar bill and gave it to 

the pastor. The pastor asked him, "Why are you giving me this money? Why didn't 

you put it in the offering plate?" 

And the boy answered, "Because my mommy told me you're the poorest pastor 

we've ever had!" 

Prospecting for the Lord 

On a sunny Sunday afternoon, two young church members were going door to 

door to invite people to visit their services. When they knocked on one door, it was 

immediately clear the woman who answered was not happy to see them. 

She told them in no uncertain terms that she did not want to hear their message, 

and before they could say anything more, she slammed the door in their faces. 

To her surprise, however, the door did not close; in fact, it bounced back open. 

She tried again, really putting her back into it, and slammed it again with the same 

result - the door bounced back open. 

Convinced these rude young people were sticking their foot in her door, she 

reared back to give it a slam that would teach them a lesson. Just then, one of 



them said quietly: "Ma'am, before you do that again, you really need to move your 

cat." 

Instruction About Church 

A Sunday school teacher asked the children just before she dismissed them to go 

to church, "And why is it necessary to be quiet in church?" 

Annie replied, "Because people are sleeping." 

Well, if it's that obvious to a child...  

A man had a habit of grumbling at the food his wife placed before him at family 

meals. Then he would ask the blessing. 

One day after his usual combination complaint-prayer, his little girl asked, "Daddy, 

does God hear us when we pray?" 

"Why, of course," he replied. "He hears us every time we pray." 

She pauses on this a moment, and asked, "Does he hear everything we say the 

rest of the time?" 

"Yes, dear, every word," he replied, encouraged that he had inspired his daughter 

to be curious about spiritual matters. 

However, his pride was quickly turned to humility... 

"Then which does God believe?" 
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