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Message from our chaplain, Rev. Clive Atkinson 

 

And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who 

have been called according to his purpose (Romans 8v28). 

These are familiar words to most Christians. It’s likely that many of us memorised 

them at some point or underlined them on our bibles.  Sam Alberry writes, “Whenever 

I read those familiar words, I find myself asking myself, Do I know this? Do I live from 

it?” 

Indeed, this is a verse to be lived from, whether that is personally speaking or 

corporately as a Church community. We have an anchor for our souls and for our 

church who promises to work for the good of those who love him.  

Not everything is good!! We all know this and Paul doesn’t say that. Paul doesn’t 

pretend that everything that comes our way is good. No, some things that come our 

way are far from good but Paul promises that even in the bad experiences God is not 

absent, God is not even present but passive, rather God is present and active. He 

has rolled his sleeves up – to borrow an Old Testament image – and is at work for 

our good. Paul is saying that God can take whatever comes and make it serve our 

good. He is not responsible for evil, but even evil and suffering cannot escape his 

perfect purposes for us.  

Again, please hear this not simply as an individual Christian but let’s hear it also as a 

Church family. Neuchâtel English Church (NEC) is facing some challenging times, 

but those challenging times are not a consequence of the absence of God. Instead 

we can be confident that God is taking what is coming our way and turning it around 

to serve our good and his purposes. We can be sure that this next year ahead will be 

one moment after another of God working things out for our ultimate good. 

And what is our ultimate good? Verse 29 gives us the answer. Our ultimate good 

(personally and corporately) is to become more and more like Jesus. Sam Alberry 

again, “This is the good to which all things in your life are working — that you become 

like Jesus. We struggle with seeing the goodness of God because we struggle to 

understand what ultimate goodness looks like. Our view of what is good falls so far 

short of God’s. Verses like this remind us that God knows far, far more about what is 

ultimately best for us than we do. God is not working all things so that this life will be 

one of financial riches, good health, or popularity. God is working all things so that we 

will become more and more like his Son.” 

 



This is what God wants for me personally and it is what God wants for us at NEC 

corporately. And this is what I should want for myself personally and what we ought 

to want for our church. So may it be said of each of us personally and of our church 

corporately - in twelve months’ time – he/she/they are reflecting more and more of 

Jesus each passing year!   

 

 

NEUCHATEL CHURCH NEWS 

 

 

The Christmas services 

 

Our annual Carol Service was held on Sunday 16th December, following the tradition 

of nine lessons and carols. The church was as usual beautifully decorated, thanks to 

Abbie and her team of helpers. The Rev. Ken Kvistad conducted the service and 

music was provided by Walter Huber on the organ with solo verses 

sung by Victoria Matthews. A splendid 

Christmas tea awaited us in the hall 

afterwards and a gift stall in aid of church 

funds gave us the chance to buy some 

little extras. We were delighted to learn 

from our treasurer Pat that the collection at 

the carol service yielded CHF 624, which, 

added to the CHF 1'001 that we raised 

at the Harvest Festival auction, means 

that this year we are able to send CHF 

1'625 to Beryl Baker to continue her work 

with disadvantaged people in the Chaco 

region of Paraguay (see article later on).  



The Christmas Eve service was, once again, well attended and appreciated by those 

looking for a short but mystic and meaningful Christingle celebration. Lucy Cartledge 

with her flute and Rosemarie on the keyboards accompanied the carols and the Rev. 

Michael Anderson, youth pastor from All Saints, led our service for the last time as he 

will shortly be leaving Vevey to get married; we send him and his fiancée our very 

best wishes for happiness in their life together. 

 

 

 

Farewell to Hazel and Bernard 

(partir c’est mourir un peu) 

 
  
At the end of December, with great sadness, we said good-bye to our dear friends 

Hazel and Bern. They have moved to the South of France and our best (though 

slightly jealous) wishes go with them. 

  



Both Hazel and Bern have been very active participants in the life of our church. They 

were always willing to work tirelessly, reliably and enthusiastically at all times, both in 

their official capacities – variously churchwarden, Junior Church leader, treasurer etc. 

and in the more mundane tasks such as catering, cleaning and chauffeuring.  

  

They will be greatly missed.  

  

We shall miss Hazel’s efficiency (well, perhaps not with dates ! – but none of us is yet 

perfect !) and Bern’s gentle kindness.  

  

Personally, I shall miss the laughter we shared as we finished our clearing-up tasks 

etc. 

  

Hazel and Bern : We love you and thank you and wish you all the health and 

happiness you deserve 

Jenny 

 

 

SOME DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

January-March 2019 – for up-to-date details, please consult website page 

Upcoming Events  

www.neuchatel-english-church.org  

Sunday 13th January at 10.00: Service of the Word 

Sunday 20th January at 10.00: Participation of our church at the special service 

for Christian Unity 

Sunday 27th January at 17.00: Holy Communion 

Sunday 10th February at 10.00: Service of the Word 

Sunday 24th February at 17.00: Holy Communion 

Sunday 10th March at 10.00: Service of the Word 

Sunday 24th March at 17.00: Holy Communion 

Sunday 31st March at 9.30: Breakfast Church at the Spanners’ in Vallamand 

Dessus (Coffee & croissants, video & discussion; lunch) Please let Nick & Louise 

know in advance if you intend to come! 

http://www.neuchatel-english-church.org/


Housegroup / Bible study sessions: Please contact Ken Kvistad for dates and 

times. 

 

Taizé-style ecumenical services in 2019 will be held on Sunday 20th January, 

17th February, 17th March, 28th April, 19th May, and 16th June at 18.00 at the RC 

Church in Boudry, 10 Rue des Lières.  

  

 

CHRISTIAN UNITY WEEK 

 

On Sunday 20th January, our Church took part once again in the ecumenical service for Christian 

Unity in the parish of Neuchâtel east. This year it was held in the Temple du Bas and Ken Kvistad 

preached the sermon in English. It was translated into French and read in paragraphs by the co-

ordinator of the service, Rev. Julie Paik of the Swiss Reformed Church.  It is reproduced here for the 

benefit of those who were unable to attend this varied yet simple service which represented the 

different communities present. 

 

“Good morning to everyone. Today our Scriptural Readings focus on injustice and our inability to 

walk in the righteousness declared by our Lord and God through Jesus Christ.  These readings 

(Deuteronomy 16, 11-20; Romans 12, 1-13; Luke 4, 14-21) were chosen for 2019 by the Indonesian 

Christian minority (amounting to 10% or 26 million Christians of the largest Muslim country in the 

world with 260 millions).  

 

Indonesia’s five founding principles are called Pancasila, with the motto Bhineka Tunggal Ika  (Unity 

in Diversity). Indonesia has lived more or less peacefully across the diversity of ethnicity, language 

and religion, by the principle of gotong royong  which is to live in solidarity and by collaboration.  It 

is much the same as the principles of the Confederation here in Switzerland and of Federalism in 

USA and Canada in which the diversity of Cantons, States and Provinces are ensured against 

tyranny by the Central Governments.  In the face of rapid changes, corruption is now infecting 

politics and business and is undermining justice and the implementation of law. In the face of this 

growing threat, the Christians of Indonesia have found that the words of Deuteronomy 16, “Justice, 

and only justice, you shall pursue ...” speaks powerfully to this situation.  

 

Accordingly our readings today have been chosen along these lines.  The Old Testament calls for 

justice and the New Testament, taken from Luke 4, tells us that Jesus is God’s answer to 

free us from the tyranny of our sinful selves and the corruption of others.    

Jesus has been sent to overcome injustice and to set the oppressed captives free. 

The failure of humankind to rigorously maintain justice and only justice as Deuteronomy demands 

and according to God’s righteousness leads to the worse kind of oppression.  Only true, heartfelt, 

God-given love in the form of forgiveness and willingness to seek rigorously God’s justice can set 

the downtrodden, abused individuals FREE.  Yes, Freedom comes through the most unselfish and 



the truest form of Love, forgiveness.  Christ our Lord and Savoir has done that, and we know “If the 

Son sets us free we are free indeed.” John 8   

 

In Luke 4: Jesus himself has declared that his Father, and our Heavenly Father, sent him to declare this 

liberation to all people for all time.   He has set us free from our bondage to sin and calls on us to do the 

same to those we oppress and hold in bondage through our prejudices, our belittling labels and slurs, 

and our gerrymandered laws and geopolitical boundaries.  If we kept the injunction given in 

Deuteronomy 16 to pursue justice and only justice, these injustices against some at the hands of unjust 

majorities or elitist rulers would not exist.  If we pursued justice and only justice, prejudice against 

certain minorities or people groups would not exist, there would not be gender discrimination, and there 

would not be corruption in which resources are unfairly given to the ruling majorities. 

 

And finally down at our own personal level we would not be prejudiced against others on any basis, let 

alone race, religion, ideology, or nationalities.  The Christian theologian Reinhold Niebuhr wrote that 

because of our own limitations we must be saved by the final form of love, forgiveness.  Christ was sent 

to do just that and help us to set the captives free that we hold in bondage.  If we did, then we would be 

keeping James’ injunction to honor the Golden Rule by not showing prejudice to those God has created 

in his own image.  Much of this debate and struggle for social justice has been revealing national cracks 

in the American motto, “justice and equality for all”.  In the 1960’s black preacher and leader of the Civi l 

Rights struggle, Martin Luther King, Jr quoted the Old Testament Prophet Amos and called to heaven 

for justice and righteousness to prevail when he quoted the prophet’s words:  Let…“justice roll down like 

waters and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream…”   God’s answer to “Justice and only justice” is 

Christ Jesus.  Luke 4 records Christ’s declaration that he has been anointed to bring justice and 

righteousness to the world. 

 

“Who, me?  No not me, I’m not prejudiced, I’m fair and righteous.  It’s them, NOT me! 

We need not look too far for the need to correct injustice ourselves.  As we all know it is easy to point 

away at other individuals, groups, Churches, nations, generations, and name it as the “them” in our 

arsenal of scapegoat targets.  

But alas it is unfortunately true that in each and every one of us is where the fight for Justice and 

Righteousness should begin and our one and only true leader and fighter for these is Jesus Christ.   

If this were so we would be united under Christ as ONE Body, ONE Church, ONE Faith and fight the 

fight as ONE.  As Jesus read at the Synagogue in Nazareth “The Spirit of the Lord is on me … he has 

anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor and … freedom for the prisoners … and to set the 

oppressed free.”  Since that time, it is in His hands and since we are his body, it is through us.  The 

work of purification must begin in us if we are to be successful in doing his work against corruption in 

the world and bring Justice and only Justice to prevail. 

 

Our Prayer, like Martin Luther King Jr’s, should be: “Thank you LORD for setting us all free and let … 

“justice roll down like waters and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream” and LORD, let it begin in 

ME and flow out through me to others in my Church and my spheres of presence.  Help us all, Lord, to 

know and accomplish our part in this effort as your hands, your feet and your means to renewal and 

world peace and justice.”                                                                                                          Ken Kvistad 

 



 

BERYL BAKER’S LATEST NEWS 

 

                                                 bbakerparaguay@gmail.com>  

                                                 24 December 2018 

 

Dear friends, 

Things have been more than hectic in the Chaco with patients and problems at the 

ranch.  Last Saturday started with a young stallion bleeding profusely after jumping 

a fence and cutting his tummy, hind leg and fetlock. The wounds were not new 

and were riddled with maggots.  He’d lost a lot of blood but after praying he was 

as gentle as a lamb and let me treat him without any problem. The ranch 

accountant Mariela who is about 25 years old then came dripping with blood from 

a cut finger which needed several stitches.  

Then at 7pm Patricio, the Christian cowboy, phoned to say a cow was greatly 

distressed and so I stayed with her until about 9pm along with others but as it was 

dark it was difficult to do very much other than give basic injections to calm her 

down.  The next morning I had to leave her in Patricio’s hands with more 

medicines as I had to take people to church.  She died about an hour later but her 

diagnosis is either poisoning or rabies so the rest of the herd is under strict 

observation. 

The heat is too much for everyone and 43C is hard to cope with, so we pray for 

more rain and cooler days. 

The visit from the two Peters from CMS was a happy occasion.  They stayed with 

Tim in Rio Verde. 

This is a brief note as I have to return to the Chaco - I’m responsible for the 

service on Sunday. The vehicle is in the workshop having the air conditioning 

repaired so I hope it will be ready. 

Thank you for all your prayers. I am very grateful. 

Have a wonderful Christmas with the presence of the Holy Spirit and joy, 

wonderful joy in celebrating Jesus’ birthday. 

Lots of love and prayers, 

Beryl 

 

 

mailto:bbakerparaguay@gmail.com


An update from Beryl  11th Jan 2019: 

It’s very, very hot and I, along with most other people, feel that their brains have 

been boiled or roasted.  I saw the Mennonite doctor Trudy outside one of the 

supermarkets and she was just feeling terrible all because of the heat and Trudy is 

one of the toughest people I know.  This morning started with Jesus’ call to all 

those who felt tired and heavy-laden and I gave everything over to Him and 

I can’t believe how much He got done to make up for my almost three days of 

being sprawled out on the bed with the air conditioner on.  

Tomorrow I have to get back to the Chaco but I wanted to write a few prayer topics 

first.   

I would ask for prayer for Deciderio Ayala a 15-year-old Indian from Estribo who is 

in the Indian Hospital, where doctors are trying to find out what’s wrong with him.  

Eileen Murphy is now in a hospice in Northern Ireland and is very weak but kept 

free of pain.  Molly Cooper is with her along with an ex-St Andrews school teacher 

Pat Chapman who is very much younger.  Molly is very poorly with gall stone and 

kidney problems and well over 80. 

My helper Severiano quit, leaving me in a difficult position but Patricio Inter’s son 

Adan is holding the fort until I can find someone else.  Adan is only free until the 

school term begins as he is a teacher.  

Jorvy took Jonathan to the waterfalls and bird reserve over Christmas while my 

friend Sylvia came in to make sure the cats were fed etc. Sylvia is a wonderful 

friend and I’m so grateful for her willingness to do just about anything.  She is into 

animal rescue and takes a lot of risks but she trusts the Lord to protect her from 

some very wicked people. 

The computer is doing strange things so I will send this off now with my love, 

prayers and gratitude 

Beryl 

 

 

 

 

 



HOME AND AWAY 

 
On Sunday 6th January our old friend Seun Araromi was 

in Neuchâtel for a fleeting visit. It was great catching up 

with him in the Café du Cerf and we were ever so 

pleased that he is doing well in his studies and research 

work at Harvard University in Boston. 

We did not take a picture but with Seun’s special 

permission we printed below a picture of him and his 

amazing Mum when they were in Israel back in 2014.               

                                                                 Peter & Jenny 

 

Herewith a few photos of Sunday’s meeting with Seun. It was lovely to see him 

again and he seems to be doing well. He’s done 3 years and has more or less 

finished his project which he hopes to be able to commercialise in a startup. He’s 

also doing a project for Jaguar/Rover which means he has to go over there twice a 

year so can visit his Mum at the same time.  He’s starting to think about his next 

move and needs guidance and prayer for that.  

                                                                                                                  Rosemarie 
 

  

 

I also received Christmas greetings from Dianne Cox, our former pastor, who now 

lives in York and likes to receive our news. She was spending Christmas with her 

daughter and family in Heidelberg and had just been to see a nativity play at the 

RC church round the corner. She wrote us a general email on 13th December: 

You are constantly on my mind and in my prayers. I was reading 1 Thessalonians 

3 today and it made me think of you all: 



 

'How can I thank God enough for you in return for all the joy we have in the 

presence of God because of you.' 

 

And please pass on my greetings to others. I have just returned from a long retreat 

and am going to Germany Monday so Christmas cards have been abandoned this 

year. 

Every blessing on you all this Christmas, 

 

With love from Dianne 

Ann 

                                                                                                                                                                     

ON A LIGHTER NOTE … 

 

 

 

 


