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Today here and for all the World Wide Services being held for Christian Unity the 
Scriptural Readings focus on injustice and our inability to walk in the righteousness 
declared by our Lord and God through Jesus Christ.   
Indonesia’s five founding principles are called Pancasila, with the motto Bhineka Tunggal 
Ika  (Unity in Diversity). Indonesia has lived more or less peacefully across the diversity of 
ethnicity, language and religion, by the principle of gotong royong  which is to live in 
solidarity and by collaboration.  It is much the same as the principles of Confederation 
here in Switzerland and of Federalism in USA and Canada in which the diversity of 
Cantons, States and Provinces are ensured against tyranny by the Central Governments.  
In the face of rapid changes, Corruption is now infecting politics and business and is 
undermining justice and the implementation of law. In the face of this growing threat, the 
Christians of Indonesia have found that the words of Deuteronomy 16, “Justice, and 
only justice, you shall pursue ...” speaks powerfully to this situation .  

 
Accordingly our readings today have been chosen along these lines.  The Old Testament 
calls for justice and the New Testament, taken from Luke 4, tells us that Jesus is 
God’s answer to free us from the tyranny of our sinful selves and the corruption of 
others.    
Jesus has been sent to overcome injustice and to set the oppressed captives free. My 

Father has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners    and recovery of sight for the 

blind, to set the oppressed free,19 
    to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.’ Luke 4:18 

The failure of humankind to rigorously maintain justice and only justice as Deuteronomy 
demands, and according to God’s righteousness leads to, the worse kind of oppression.  
Only true, heartfelt, God-given love in the form of forgiveness and willingness to seek 
rigorously God’s justice can set the downtrodden, abused individuals FREE.  Yes Freedom 
comes through the most unselfish and the truest form of Love, forgiveness.  Christ our Lord 
and Savoir has done that, and we know “If the Son sets us free we are free indeed.” John 8   

 
In Luke 4: Jesus himself has declared that his Father, and our Heavenly Father, sent him to 
declare this liberation to all people for all time.   He has set us free from our bondage to sin 
and calls on us to do the same to those we oppress and hold in bondage through our 
prejudices, our belittling labels and slurs, and our gerrymandered laws and geopolitical 
boundaries.  If we kept the injunction given in Deuteronomy 16 to pursue justice and only 
justice these injustices against some at the hands of unjust majorities or elitist rulers would 
not exist.  If we pursued justice and only justice, prejudice against certain minorities or 
people groups would not exist, there would not be gender discrimination, and there would 
not be corruption in which resources are unfairly given to the ruling majorities. 
 

And finally down at our own personal level we would not be prejudiced against others on any 
basis let alone race, religion, ideology, or nationalities.  The Christian theologian Reinhold 
Niebuhr wrote that because of our own limitations we must be saved by the final form of 
love, forgiveness.  Christ was sent to do just that and help us to set the captives free that we 



hold in bondage.  If we did then we would be keeping James’ injunction to honor the Golden 
Rule by not showing prejudice to those God has created in his own image.  Much of this 
debate and struggle for social justice has been revealing national cracks in the American 
motto, “justice and equality for all”.  In the 1960’s black preacher and leader of the Civil 
Rights struggle, Martin Luther King, Jr. quoted the O.T. Prophet Amos and called to 
heaven for justice and righteousness to prevail when he quoted the prophet’s words. :  
Let…“ justice roll down like waters and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream…”   God’s 
answer to “Justice and only justice” is Christ Jesus.  Luke 4 records Christ’s declaration that 
he has been anointed to bring justice and righteousness to the world. 
 
“Who me?  No not me, I’m not prejudiced, I’m fair and righteous.  It’s them, NOT me! 
We need not look too far for the need to correct injustice and righteous ourselves.  
As we all know it is easy to point away at other individuals, groups, Churches, nations, 
generations, and name it as the “them” in our arsenal of scapegoat targets.  
But alas it is unfortunately true that in each and every one of us is where the fight for Justice 
and Righteous should begin and our one and only true leader and fighter for these is Jesus 
Christ.   
If this were so we would be united under Christ as ONE Body, ONE Church, ONE Faith and 
fight the fight as ONE.  As Jesus read at the Synagogue in Nazareth “The Spirit of the Lord 
is on me… he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor and… freedom for the 
prisoners…and to set the oppressed free.”  Since that time it is in His hands and since we 
are his body, it is through us.  The work of purification must begin in us if we are to be 
successful in doing his work against corruption in the world and bring Justice and only 
Justice to prevail.   

 
Our Prayer, like Martin Luther King Jr’s should be:  “Thank you LORD for setting us 
all free and  let…“ justice roll down like waters and righteousness like an ever-
flowing stream” and LORD let it begin in ME and flow out through me to others in 
my Church and my spheres of presence.  Help us all Lord to know and accomplish our 
part in this effort as your hands, your feet and your means to renewal and world peace 
and justice.  

 


