
 
	

	

	

	
	

	

1	

	

NEUCHÂTEL CHURCH 
MAGAZINE 

January – March 2018 
 

Message from our chaplain, Rev. Clive Atkinson   

 
Few of us will experience what the disciples went through that day on the lake (see 
Mark 5, v 35-41). They were crossing over the Sea of Galilee. Jesus was there but 
asleep. A lake storm explodes from nowhere and soon they are in trouble, bailing for 
all they are worth. As experienced fishermen they know they are facing death. Panic 
rises with the waves and, in what seems a last ditch idea, they wake Jesus. “Lord, 
don’t you care if we drown?” Their confidence in God’s love and care is sinking with 
their boat.  The Lord stands, speaks and all is calm. “Why are you so afraid? Do you 
still have no faith?” 

What does it mean to have faith? 

Having Faith Begins with Jesus 

“Do you still have no faith?” That must have stung, but behind the question lies the 
assumption that the disciples already had reason to have faith even in the storm. 
You see, in the New Testament, faith has a direction; faith is faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ and therefore, faith begins and continues as we are in relationship with the 
Lord Jesus Christ.  And this is what the disciples had been experiencing up until this 
point. Way back in chapter 3 Jesus had called this group of men “to be with him” (v 
13). 

If our faith is in the Lord Jesus Christ, then it grows, is formed, is strengthened and 
encouraged by being with Jesus.  And so at the beginning of this new year I want to 
resolve to “be with Jesus”, to make his love, his faithfulness, his commitment to me, 
my bedrock.   
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Having Faith includes the Battles as well as the Blessings 

I am doing The Bible in One Year, a series of daily notes provided by Nicky Gumbel, 
which leads you through the Bible “in one year”.   Commenting on Thursday’s 
readings, he said this:  

“I have never forgotten a talk I heard over thirty years ago. The speaker started by 
saying that the Christian life is ‘battle and blessing, battle and blessing, battle and 
blessing, battle and blessing, battle and blessing ... battle and blessing …’ 

At the time I thought, ‘Why is he going on like this? Will it never end?’ But he was 
making a memorable and profound point. The Christian life involves Battles and 
Blessings.  

Pastor Rick Warren says that he used to think that the Christian life was a 
succession of battles and blessings, whereas now he thinks of life as being on two 
tracks. At any given moment in life there are usually blessings, but also battles to 
face. 

He gives the example of the huge blessing that came to him through the publication 
of The Purpose Driven Life, which became the fastest-selling Christian book of all 
time. It gave him enormous influence. But at the same time he found out that his 
wife, Kay, had cancer. On one track of his life there was great blessing; on the other 
track there was a massive battle to face.” 

There will be experiences in this life, call them battles or storms, that will tempt us to 
doubt God’s care for us.  But we mustn’t be surprised at the battles and the storms 
and we must never conclude that battles and storms mean God has left the building, 
that God has stopped loving us, that God doesn’t care anymore.  

My morning routine often includes reminding myself of core bible convictions. 
Sometimes I will slowly pray through the Lord’s Prayer as a way to remind me of 
these core convictions and by doing so I will go into the day knowing that I have a 
Heavenly Father and I am His adopted son; that the world I am walking into is His 
world; that He’s at work in His world; that He has my needs in the forefront of His 
mind; that failure is not the end for me or others; that it’s a battle out there but God is 
greater than all comers, even greater than my weaknesses.  

This simple action is an expression of faith and helps me walk by faith into the day. 
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And Finally, Having Faith Means Knowing that Jesus is in the Boat 

I find that as the day unfolds, I become distracted from the presence of Jesus, which, 
when you bear in mind that I am a Pastor, is not particularly good. But forgetting that 
Jesus is in the boat is something we are all in danger of doing.  

Instead of treating Him like the fourth emergency service, people who walk by faith 
proactively draw Jesus into their normal run-of-the-mill activities.  Pete Greig, the 
founder of 24/7 Prayer, talks about drawing Jesus into his normal day-to-day life in 
very practical ways. For example, Pete will invite Jesus to sit beside him as he 
watches telly. Now that might sound silly, even irreverent, but it reflects a desire to 
share all of our day with Jesus – the serious stuff as well as the not-so-serious stuff.  

But even when we draw Jesus into our day-to-day life, His presence can feel distant. 
I was lighting the Christ Candle on our Advent wreath at All Saints on Christmas Day 
and was struggling to get it to light. Eventually it lit but its light was poor.   A member 
of church saw what I was doing and said very honestly, “Sometimes it’s like that, you 
struggle to see His light.” Maybe you know how they feel. 

That is why as Christians we are called to walk by faith and not by sight. To continue 
towards Jesus when we can barely see him. To continue to believe we are loved 
when the warm fuzzy feelings are absent. To continue to put one foot in front of 
another when the head winds are blowing. To continue to walk by faith and not by 
sight, not conditioned by what we see and experience and feel, but conditioned by 
what we know in confidence – that we are loved, that Jesus is at work in the world, 
that our future is a glorious one. 

May the possibility of what lies ahead be greater in your imagination than the regret 
of what lies in your past. In the closing of 2017, may the promise of God to His 
people echo across your heart, “The former things have passed away, behold I make 
all things new.” 
                                                                                                                 Clive Atkinson 
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NEUCHATEL CHURCH NEWS 
 

Christmas services 2017  
 
Carol Service  

This took place on Sunday 17th December and was conducted by Rev. Roy Farrar, 
assisted by Rev. Ken Kvistad. 

Walter Huber on the organ and 
Rosemarie Zimmermann on the 
keyboard accompanied the carols, 
with verses sung or played by the 
children of the Matthews and 
Therrien families, Yossef Beyn and 
Hayden Moreau, whose drumming 
was particularly appreciated in The 
Little Drummer Boy. 

Thanks once again to all those who 
made such a beautiful job of 
decorating the church, for 
preparing the tables for the 
Christmas tea, looking after the Gift 
Stall … and washing the dishes 
and tidying up afterwards! 

We are pleased to announce that 
the collection raised 594 francs and 
will be sent to Beryl Baker for her 
work among the Chaco Indians in 
her clinic in Paraguay 

 

Christingle service  

On Christmas Eve, the Youth Pastor for All Saints in 
Vevey, Michael Anderson, led us in our now popular 
Christingle service, with this year a DIY kit for 
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assembling our own Christingles provided by Jenny and Peter Veenendaal.  

The service having been programmed to start at the unusual time of 4 pm, the high 
point was the late arrival of about fifteen people at 5 pm - just in time for the 
communion! Next year we’ll send out reminders with the time highlighted in red! 

 

 
SOME DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

 
Our regular services at La Coudre church are as follows :	 

1st Sunday 10.00, 2nd Sunday 10.00, 4th Sunday 17.00  

Fortnightly Bible study sessions at Ken & Milli’s flat, Peseux, every second 
Tuesday or Thursday morning from 9.30 am. All welcome. Please confirm with Ken if 
you're intending to come. 
 
Monthly prayer & fasting group: Our prayer group meets regularly and all are 
welcome. Times (usually 12.30 to 13.30) and dates will be announced regularly by 
email to those interested. One of the locations is La Lanterne, a small chapel in 
Neuchâtel’s old town used by the street chaplaincy.  
Prayer changes things so even if you only have a few minutes, please drop in and join 
us. Please make any prayer requests known via email:  admin@neuchatel-english-
church.org. Prayer requests will be dealt with in strictest confidence unless otherwise 
indicated, so if you would like the wider church body to be praying beside you or for 
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you, please let us know. 
 
Sunday 21st January 10.00 at Basilique-de-Notre-Dame, Neuchâtel (Red Church): 
Annual Combined Service for Christian Unity. Our congregation will be participating.  
Monthly ecumenical services (Taizé style) in La Chaux-de-Fonds: see flyer on page 
9 for dates. There will also be a service on Sunday 21st January at 18.00. 
 
Easter services: Good Friday 30th March, Easter Sunday 1st April – to be announced 
later; see website 
 

BISHOP’S ADVENT APPEAL 2017 
 

We received the following letter from our Bishop, the Rt. Rev. Dr Robert Innes, about 
this year’s project to help refugees in Rome. The past two years, Neuchâtel English 
Church has organized fundraising evenings for the Bishop’s Appeal to assist refugees 
in Athens. 

We intend to organize another event in the course of the coming months but as yet, 
we haven’t fixed a date. Details will be posted on our website : neuchatel-english-
church.org as soon as possible and regular members will be informed by email. 

Please read the description below of this very worthwhile project : 

October 2017 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  

This year’s Advent Appeal aims to support homeless refugees and asylum seekers in 
Rome with humanitarian assistance (a daily, cooked breakfast and essential items for 
personal dignity and warmth) for 6 months. We are doing this through a well-
established and well-run project established by our Episcopal sister church of St. 
Paul’s Within the Walls.  

The Joel Nafuma Refugee Center is the major outreach ministry of St Paul's Within 
the Walls Episcopal Church in Rome.  The center assists approximately 17,000 people 
per year, and is the only day center open to receive homeless asylum seekers and 
refugees in Rome. Every day, JNRC welcomes 200-250 guests. The guests come 
from many different nations, including Mali, Afghanistan, Eritrea, Somalia, Pakistan, 
Guinea and the Ivory Coast. Half of them are homeless, sleeping in parks or on the 
pavement outside train stations.   
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Many are vulnerable, depressed and traumatized. They are sometimes completely 
alone. They can be as young as 18 or 19.  70% have come to Italy to flee active 
conflict, political or religious persecution.  Approximately 85% are men, and 15% are 
women or accompanied by a child.   

While they wait for shelter, they are welcomed at JNRC, given a nutritious, cooked 
breakfast, as well as items for their personal dignity (toiletries, second-hand shoes, 
clothes and blankets), and offered legal advice.  If they wish, they can join a language 
lesson, learn to use a computer or simply watch the news on the TV.  JNRC has a 
multi-faith prayer space where guests can meditate and pray.   

JNRC is the only place in Rome that takes in homeless and dormitory-housed 
refugees during the day, giving them a safe refuge from the streets.  Often, once they 
have a dorm bed, they return to take classes, write a CV in Italian and begin the 
search for employment.  Some guests attend music and art therapy or see a 
counsellor for individual sessions.  JNRC prides itself on being able to track the 
progress of many young people who transition from humanitarian assistance, to being 
able to fend for themselves in Rome.   

Under the terms of the Dublin Regulation, refugees who entered Italy first in Europe 
must receive and renew refugee status documents in Italy.  This means that in 2017, 
JNRC has seen a rise in guest numbers due to the increased number of people 
journeying across the Mediterranean Sea from Libya, the closure of the Calais 
“Jungle” camp in France, and increased deportations from Scandinavia.   

We aim to raise enough money to support the breakfast programme and to provide 
basic supplies and sleeping bags for JNRC guests for 6 months:  

For 6 months supply of: Amount in Euro 

     Food €7,500 

     Cleaning supplies and costs €2,000 

     Consumable supplies €250 

     Kitchen Equipment €750 

Underwear, toiletries and socks €1,750 

100 Sleeping bags for January - March €1,500 

TOTAL €13,250 
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As usual, you can give money to this appeal through your church treasurer, who will 
forward your gift to the diocesan office. Funds will then be transmitted direct to JNRC 
(http://jnrc.it/). 

Please do consider how you can support my Advent appeal this year.  

With every blessing, 

 

************************************************* 
Interested in a pilgrimage to the Holy Land? The Revd. Hilary Jones of the English 
Church in Basle is leading a tour to Israel and Jordan from 30th August – 10th 
September 2018 with the agency McCabe Pilgrimages. For full details, please contact: 
Revd	Hilary	Jones		
St.	Johannes	Ring	92		
4056	Basel		
Switzerland		
Tel:	(0041)	618133405		
Email:	hilaryjones@bluewin.ch  (or else if you email me I can send you the brochure)
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*

*
*Sauf une exception
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CREATING A CULTURE OF INVITATION 
 

Notes from a morning training session at All Saints Vevey, November 2017  

with apologies to Michael Harvey for any misrepresentations. 

 

The invitation from Clive read “The aim of the day is to help our Church Family 
develop a culture of invitation, to push beyond our fears, "risk a refusal" and become a 
community of people who love to invite their friends.”  So on a cold Saturday morning 
Pat, Bern and myself duly drove down to Vevey.  We were made very welcome, but 
then it turns out that almost all church members everywhere consider that their church 
is welcoming as indeed we do at Neuchâtel.  However, only 5 – 10% of the people 
attending any church would even consider inviting someone to come. 

 

Michael Harvey began by reminding us that growth comes from God, not us.  Far from  
realising how much God is doing, our attitude is locking down growth.  We were invited 
to look at why we are like this and how we can change to play our part in inviting 
people to church.  We looked at the way things are, what changes need to occur, and 
our personal role. 

 

Going back to the welcoming attitude of all our churches :  If we’re not inviting people 
to church how welcoming can we really be?   

We looked at the benefits of becoming an invitational church: 

- a better relationship with the outside community 
- the cliques in the church are challenged. 

 

If welcoming is reactive, inviting is proactive.  Everyone in the church has a role, we all 
become committed to sharing our values, setting things in motion, creating a ripple 
effect.   

 

Michael Harvey insisted on how much God is doing in the world, and asked us to look 
at what is holding us back, so we set to work to draw up a list in our small groups.  
Generally they all read something like this : 
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• Fear of rejection 
• We don’t have passion 
• We assume that if someone is interested, they’ll come without an invitation 
• We respect their personal space 
• We don’t see the opportunities 
• Fear we might be thought fundamentalist Christians 
• People might think we have a loose screw 
• It might challenge our lives 
• We assume the answer will be no. 
• We’re not confident if we’re challenged 
• Religion is a private thing 
• People think you’re condemning people who aren’t Christians 
• Our services aren’t good enough 

 

When we reported back Michael grinned, and said the answers were the same 
throughout the western world, and he invited us to examine how much truth there is in 
them, and drew our attention to the fact that these “reasons” are about us, not the 
other person and it is largely a question of lack of confidence. 

You don’t have to be confident to invite – Moses certainly wasn’t. 

Like Moses we are called out of our comfort zone, but as Michael pointed out, we’re 
discounting Jesus.  All we have to do is issue the invitation.  Jesus will do the rest.  
Success is inviting someone – full stop.  Success isn’t inviting someone and them 
saying yes.  Yet the burning bush syndrome remains “Here I am Lord – send him.” 

We looked at the possibility that we might actually be afraid of someone saying “Yes” 
to an invitation.  We assume that they’ll decline.  We’re in good company.  Most 
people in the Bible start by saying “No”, and we have a distinct tendency to play God : 

• We predict the outcome 
• We foresee problems 
• We “catastrophise” 

 

And instead of “bringing these thoughts into captivity” (2 Corinthians) we give them as 
much importance as the word of God.  This is the reality of man’s thoughts from the 
beginning.  Adam and Eve hide from God.  They think they know what God’s reaction 
is going to be. But when He asks “Who told you?” the answer of course is Satan.  He 
puts these fears and negative thoughts in our minds.  Prayer can help us overcome 
our fears. 
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We looked at the benefits of overcoming these fears of losing our reputation, or losing 
what we have.  Newly planted churches have no such fears.  The members are 
invitational because they have nothing to loose, but after the first period of growth they 
begin to worry about losing what they’ve got and it is very difficult to let go and to 
overcome their doubts.  It’s a bit like Peter walking on water. 

According to Michael Harvey, to unlock growth in our church we have to look at our 
fears, and overcome them, say “so what?”  We have to put aside the temptation to see 
our fears as the whole picture, which imprisons us, so that when God tells us to invite 
Jo (or Jessica) we must be like the prodigal son, come to our senses, and be led by 
God’s truths.  If we continue to be imprisoned by the same thoughts, we’ll make the 
same choices with the same results.  

Forget targets, think faithfulness.  This life is a practice for the next one.  This isn’t our 
only life.  Growth is not in our gift.  Jesus didn’t say “well done thou good and 
successful servant”, but “well done thou good and faithful servant.”  The important 
word is “faithful”, i.e. doing what He asks you to do.  Another parable, the lost sheep 
teaches us how God’s actions are not those of this world.  It’s madness to abandon 
ninety-nine sheep and go looking for just one.  

During the final part of the session, we had an opportunity to glimpse what can 
happen when you invite someone to church.  Churches talk a lot about any of their 
members who go on a mission, or any missionaries they support.  Inviting someone to 
church is embarking on a mini-mission, and deserves as much support and 
encouragement.  So someone who plans to invite someone, should perhaps discuss it 
with a friend/mentor in church, who will take an interest in/be supportive of their 
“mission”.   

Michael revealed that when he and Clive started planning this session, Clive had to 
agree to invite someone to church, and he had to find another member of the 
congregation to do the same thing.  Both Clive and the other person told us about 
these experiences, and the effect the invitation had had on the other person, the 
church and themselves.  The invitation hadn’t been accepted, but a discussion had 
ensued, contact been established, and something had happened. 

Without giving details here, both of them felt that going to talk to someone and issuing 
the invitation was a game changer.  For the other person, but perhaps even more for 
themselves.   

                                                                                                                       Hazel Moreau 
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 WHO DO YOU THINK YOU ARE?
Inheritors of the Kingdom 

In the second of these articles, we thought about the 
beautiful promise that Isaiah foresaw and realised 
what lay at the very heart of Yahweh’s plan for his 
people, so in Isaiah 43 1 he spells out this promise. 
“He created you, he who formed you, Fear not, for 
I have redeemed you, I have summoned (called) 
you by NAME, you are mine”. 
We thought about the privilege of being called by name by the Lord, that He wants us 
to have a special relationship with him and that we are known to Him by name. 

 
Imagine my joy when a few years ago I discovered a 
street named just for me in Quebec, Canada, Roy’s 
street! Even more wonderful was the fact that in old 
French, the name Roy means King! Wasn’t that a great 
discovery, so now can I can live as a royal person. 
 

The Riches of our Relationship 
Paul in Galatians 4 verse 7says "...No longer a slave, but a son (daughter) and since 
you are a son, God has made you also an heir" 
Again, in Romans, Paul speaks about us being led by the Spirit, not a slave to fear but 
to live as children of a loving heavenly Father (Romans 8 15ff). 
 
Not a slave, but a Son, and an HEIR of the riches of the Father!! 
Just think about the wonder of these claims.... No longer a slave tossed about and 
abused, subject to burdens of guilt and those memories of the past sin, but a Son (or 
Daughter) of God.  
 
Let's consider some of the riches on offer to us : 

a) We may call him Abba; through the indwelling Spirit (Romans 8 15) we can 
speak and have a deep and intimate relationship with Him as Father. Abba 
is the same Word that Christ used in His agony before the cross. This is a 
special gift to His children so that we may approach Him, speak with Him, 
and sigh through the Spirit to Him.... Abba Father. 

b) We have access to all the riches of heaven; Paul in Ephesians 1 18 
speaks of.... "Knowing the hope to which He has called us and the riches of 
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His glorious inheritance". Again, in Ephesians 2 4-10 “and seated with him in 
the heavenly realms.. that he might show the incomparable riches of his 
grace to us in Christ Jesus”. 

c) If we are honest, we so often live lives that are so impoverished, wandering 
around like spiritual paupers, turning out our pockets and bags to find some 
old crumbs of spiritual comfort. But we have all the riches of heaven. Let 
us appropriate this inheritance of ours and rejoice in the blessings that the 
Lord wants to give us. 

d) We have the Father’s presence; the power, which raised Christ from the 
dead and took Him to heaven, is within us (Ephesians 119).  
We are not left alone; we are not dealing with a distant deity... if God the 
Father could do all that for the Lord Jesus, how much more He can do for us 
who believe in Him. Let us also grasp the concept that we live not just for 
this present age, but also for eternity. The King reigns and we have the 
Kingdom of God within us, our present passport to the heavenly realm. 

d) We are more than conquerors 
      We are so special to God, that we are called, justified and glorified by the 

Father. (Romans 8 30). How that challenges the world’s desire to reach the 
top of the pile and be admired by all; we are to be glorified in all eternity!  
Paul continues this amazing picture by telling us that we shall be given all 
things by the Father (verse 32). If this is not enough then the final statement 
by Paul in verse 39 is quite mind-blowing “neither height nor depth, nor 
anything else in all creation will be able to separate us from the love of 
God”.  

 
It must occur to us to ask the question; can this be true? Or is it just pie in the sky? Are 
we as Christians living out a false hope? When you look at the gold ring or article you 
have how do you know that it is real and not some cheap plated base metal?  
 
In many countries, it is easy to prove the real nature by 
looking at the Hallmark on the ring or article. These 
marks tell us about the Maker, Where and When it 
was made and Quality of the Gold. These marks are 
very carefully controlled so we can have absolute faith 
in the quality of the article, so this article was made by 
A.N in London in 1956 and is 75% gold (18kt). 
 
As Christians, we have the complete and eternal 
assurance of the Seal of the Holy Spirit, he walks with 
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us, he guides us, he will give his gifts of knowledge, of tongues and of praise. He is 
with us now and for eternity. As the Father poured out His Spirit on Jesus at his 
baptism, so the same holy Spirit is poured out on us when we accept Jesus as Lord. 
Paul tells us in Ephesians 1 13-14 You were (hall)marked in him with a seal, the 
promised Holy Spirit. guaranteeing our inheritance”. 
 
What should be our Response ? 

 
If we are to be transformed in this relationship, we must stop living like slaves, but live 
as heirs of God. But we must seek day by day to bring all of our lives into His 
presence and allow Him to transform us, transform our way of thinking, our speaking, 
our motives, our secret aspirations, the very depths of our beings. 
 
Two questions arise which we should face up to: 
 

1. Do you want to enter into this wonderful relationship and allow this heavenly 
transformation to occur? 

2. Do you want to realise and be filled with the Holy Spirit’s blessing and riches 
that are yours now and for eternity? 

 
Abba, Father, I am your child, please make me what you will, I want to be renewed I 
want to be filled with your being, Father I take all of my inheritance.  
Father I am your child. A child of a HIGH KING. 
 

I finish this article with another special street 
sign, that exists close to where I live in 
Switzerland, which seems to encapsulate all the 
we have been thinking about in this series of 
articles. We are on the way to heaven, we have 
the Holy Spirit to lead and guide us, we have the 
presence of the Father and we shall be heirs of 
the Kingdom won for us by the death and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

Roy Farrar 

December 2017 
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PRAYER LETTER FROM BERYL BAKER 
 

Casilla 1124, Asunción,  Paraguay,  
 
Beryl Baker <bbakerparaguay@gmail.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, 8 November 2017, 22:32:16 GMT 
Subject: Some prayer topics 
 
Dear Praying Friends, 
 
How much we need the prayers and support of one another in these troubled days 
and I want to list some praise and prayer items remembering the words of Psalm 125, 
v1 : 
 
Those who trust in the Lord are steady as Mount Zion, unmoved by any circumstance. 
 
Florencio Pinasco a 35-year-old, married, with 4 children needs heart surgery to 
replace his aortic valve.  Please pray for the resources to obtain the valve and for all 
the prerequisites for the surgery. 
 
63-year-old Cirilo Benitez had two toes amputated and is recovering slowly in his 
community.  Health wise he has numerous other things that are not right.  Pray that his 
son and daughter will now find work to help support their father and mother. 
 
Narcisa Rojas now bears the brunt of the medical work at El Estribo as Serafin 
Villamayor is also ill and Florencio Martinez is away working in the Mennonite 
Colonies. 
 
Everyone is suffering one way or another because of the very long drought. Please 
pray for abundant rain to fall as the situation is so very bad. 
 
More positively, give thanks for all the new brick houses that are being constructed in 
so many of the Indian communities. 
 
Please pray for Patricio Inter, the church member, as he recovers from the death of 60 
pedigree calves that he loved and cared for like his own children.  The people who 
were responsible for this tragedy are no longer at the ranch but everyone else along 
with Patricio is stunned by what happened and I myself have been ill for two months 
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because of the cruelty that has been perpetrated, not only to the calves but to the 
horses also. Rhett is far from well and the stress that the drought is causing is 
something that only God can deal with. 
 
 Bruni, the sheep, has made a good recovery from her caesarean section after a dash 
to town with her in my car.  She had to spend the night in my bedroom as she 
recovered from the anaesthetic.  3-year-old Jonathan was wide eyed when he saw his 
first ever sheep. 
 Please pray for Jonathan who at present has acute bronchitis also for Ana and Jorvy 
as they set up a catering business. 
 
The Gospel message is received readily and many have come to know and receive 
Jesus as their Lord.  Pray for Victor as he visits the people in Rio Verde. 
 
Bernardino Larrosa and Alicia Cantero, both from the ranch, will graduate from the 
Adventist school on 16th of this month and there will be a big celebration in the 
evening for all the students in their final year.  “What next?” is the big question for 
these young people. 
 
Thank you for your prayers, 
 Lots of love, 
 Beryl.  
 
 

HOME AND AWAY 

 
The Christmas services usually give us the opportunity of meeting up with old friends 
who have moved away, joined a church nearer to their home or who for professional 
and family reasons have not been able to attend church as often as they would like to. 
This Christmas was no exception, and some of us were able to meet up with Karen 
Bell and family, Linda Chappuis, Miriam Haldimann, and Jon and Julie Bright, to name 
but a few. The Therrien family were also there and I was able to ask Abbie, our former 
magazine editor, if she could write us a few words about the studies she is currently 
doing in New Zealand, her home country, in order to qualify as a midwife. 

 
Abbie was pleased to oblige and sent us the following answer: 
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- Well, it has been two years since I started midwifery training in New Zealand and 
what a couple of years it has been, both for myself and my family.  My eldest son Toa 
spend the first year with me in NZ.  He spent that year at high school and although I 
was a bit concerned about how he would cope with the English he really didn’t have 
many problems.  He got to try out a whole lot of different sports and became involved 
in the youth group at our local church and most Fridays they had some kind of event 
on.  For the first time in his life he also had cousins and extended family around.  
Gabriella spend the first half of 2017 with me and Vincent the second half.  Both of 
them went to a small country school just out of Whanganui along with their cousin who 
is living with my Mum.  Gabriella especially got really involved in sports and 
represented the school in swimming 
and cross country.  Although they 
both took a couple of weeks to adjust 
to new routines, English and making 
new friends, before very long at all 
they were well integrated into life in 
NZ.  All of the kids got to spend time 
with my parents on their little farm just 
outside of Whanganui.  They went 
hunting, made bows and arrows, 
helped with the shearing and lambing, 
feeding the pigs, driving the four-
wheeler, making mud slides and 
generally having a great time.  They 
were all quite sad when it came time 
to come home. 

 

There are four institutions in NZ which offer midwifery training and Otago Polytechnic, 
whom I study through, covers the bottom of the North and South Islands.  All of the 
midwifery schools in NZ have developed distance learning programs as they were 
finding that the majority of students were parents and, after relocating and settling 
their family for the 4-year training period, many would stay in the area to practice upon 
completion.  This was causing a glut of midwives in the main centres but a shortage 
everywhere else.  Most of my study is on-line, with week-long face-to-face classes 
every 6 weeks or so and weekly tutorial sessions in our local areas.  I started 2016 
with three others in my class; however I am the only one from my area going through 
to third year.  



 
	

	

	

	
	

	

19	

In NZ all maternity care is free for eligible women and 98% of women choose to have 
a midwife as their lead carer.  The midwife cares for the women from booking, usually 
around 6-8 weeks, through birth and up to 6 weeks postpartum. 

As well as our study commitments we also have to follow a number of women through 
their pregnancy, labour and birth and postnatally.  Fortunately, unlike the midwife who 
must be available to the woman 24/7, we only had to be on call for the labour and birth 
but even then I developed quite a dislike for my phone which of course would ring in 
the small hours of the morning.  One time I had to drop Toa off on the side of the road 
in the middle of nowhere heading out to my stepdad’s birthday and ask Mum to pick 
him up because I had to get up to the hospital.  We also have a lot of hospital shifts 
and I was very lucky in Whanganui that although it is not a very big maternity unit it 
does provide secondary level care.  I have had the privilege of having a wide range of 
experiences, such as beautiful water births, and some not so great neonatal 
resuscitation, but always with great supportive staff.  This profession is definitely not 
for the faint-hearted but it is such a gift to be able to share such intimate moments that 
are the making of a family. 

The hardest part of this study has been being away from my family.  There has been a 
number of times when I have been ready to pack it in and come home but with the 
fantastic support of Bruno and especially my kids who won’t let me come home until I 
have finished, I can almost see the light at the end of the tunnel. 

                                                                                                                      Abbie Therrien 

 

ON A LIGHTER NOTE … 
 
 
 
Two boys were walking home from church after hearing a strong preaching on the 
devil. One said to the other, “What do you think about all this Satan stuff?” 
The other boy replied, “Well, you know how Santa Claus turned out. It’s probably just 
your dad.” 
 

************************************************** 

A minister told his congregation, “Next week I plan to preach about the sin of lying. To 
help you understand my sermon, I want you all to read Mark 17.” 
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The following Sunday, as he prepared to deliver his sermon, the minister asked for a 
show of hands. He wanted to know how many had read Mark 17. Several went up. 
The minister smiled and said, “Mark has only sixteen chapters. I will now proceed with 
my sermon on the sin of lying.” 

************************************************** 

A minister waited in line to have his car filled with gas just before a long holiday 
weekend. The attendant worked quickly, but there were many cars ahead of him. 
Finally, the attendant motioned him toward a vacant pump. 
“Reverend,” said the young man, “I’m so sorry about the delay. It seems as if 
everyone waits until the last minute to get ready for a long trip.” 
The minister chuckled, “I know what you mean. It’s the same in my business.” 

 
************************************************** 

A mother went to wake her son for church one Sunday morning. When she knocked 
on his door, he said, "I'm not going!" 

"Why not?" asked his mother. 

"I'll give you two good reasons," he said. "One, they don't like me. Two, I don't like 
them." 

His mother replied, "I'll give you two good reasons why YOU WILL go to church. One, 
you're 47 years old. Two, you're the pastor!" 

************************************************** 

A man dies and mets St. Peter at the Pearly Gates. Peter says to the man, "Here's 
how it works. You need to have one hundred points to get into heaven. You tell me 
about all the good things you've done. They are all worth a certain number of points. If 
your total is one hundred or more, you can come in." 

"Well," says the man. "I was happily married to the same woman for 52 years. I never 
looked at another woman. I was attentive and loved her dearly." 

"That's great," says St. Peter. "That'll be two points." 
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"Hmmm," says the man. "This is going to be harder than I thought. Well, I attended 
church regularly, volunteered my time and tithed faithfully." 

"Wonderful," says St. Peter, "That's worth another point." 

"One point!" says the man. "Okay, okay. I was involved with a prison ministry for 
twenty-five years. I went into the prison, at least monthly, and shared Jesus with 
them." 

"Wow!" says St. Peter. "That's another two points!" 

"Only two points!" says the man. "At this rate, it'll be only by the grace of God that I'll 
ever get into this place." 

"Bingo!" says St. Peter. "That's one hundred points! Come on in." 

 

 

 


