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NEUCHÂTEL CHURCH 
MAGAZINE 

July-September 2018 
 

Message from our chaplaincy team  

 
A Ministry Report : Reflections on the Last 10-11 Years 
A few weeks ago, in a sermon entitled ‘Quo Vadis’ I raised a question about the 
future direction of our little church : Where are we going?  

Where are we going both as individuals and as a church body? 

So as Mieke and I step right back from up-front ministry with my physical difficulties 
proving to be a real limit, we thought that we would look back at our time here and 
reflect on what the Lord has done amongst us over these past 11-12 years. 

When Mieke and I arrived in Neuchâtel some 11 years ago in 2007 to look after the 
saints living here, the previous Chaplain told us that he didn’t think it could go for 
much longer, maybe no more than a couple of years. 

We found a small, but very committed and loving 
bunch of people who welcomed us with open 
arms. The joy was to realise very quickly that the 
Lord wanted so much to bless them and take the 
church on to new places. 

As the next few years progressed we did see the 
Lord at work in many beautiful ways, with some 
people finding God for the first time in their lives, 

to others finding growth in their daily faith and realising that they did have special 
gifts that the Lord wanted to use in His service. 
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Numbers increased to some 35+ people being around on Sundays plus a small lively 
bunch of children, indeed a living family of God. 

As the church grew in faith and commitment, the financial situation improved to the 
extent that the possibility of having a ‘house for duty’ minister became a reality for 
the first time since the last permanent Chaplain left in 1938! Such a rich harvest was 
coming. 

Discussions had also begun to move the connection with the Diocese in Europe 
away from Berne to a more logical relationship with a congregation in the French-
speaking part of Switzerland. 

The time had now come in God’s great plan for Neuchâtel to seek a full-time minister 
and for Mieke and I to step into the background. 

With the arrival of Dianne Cox in May 2011, her gentle and deeply pastoral style 
really did allow the church to consolidate the earlier growth and begin to reach out to 
other organisations within the city to spread the good news of the gospel. 

At the time of Dianne’s arrival, discussions were well underway to move the link to 
the ‘Suisse Romande’ and to appoint ‘lay ministers’ to help her run the worship and 
ministry and this happened. Both Mieke and I had a joy of working with her in the 
background and seeing much fruit in so many 
people’s lives. 

We found a home with Revd. Adele Kelham in 
Lausanne and three small lay teams were set up 
to provide lay-led services.  

In May 2011 the congregation also moved to 3 
services a month, the extra service being led by a 
trained team of worship leaders. 

It was a time of experimentation, excitement and learning about each other and 
experiencing a deepening growth of the members. One really did wonder what new 
things would happen amongst us. 

In August 2013, Dianne retired and the church entered a time of much uncertainty, 
various locums came to help, but there was little direction and it slowly started to 
shrink in size and breadth of outreach.  

Sadly, the lay teams were abandoned and finances began to become more difficult. 

The past 3 - 4 years have seen the church continue to survive in challenging times 
first of all under the leadership of Adele Kelham and then for the past 2 years with 
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the clear leadership of Revd. Clive Atkinson of All Saints Vevey and Ken Kvistad 
here. 

In so many ways the church is still very active in the region, but our resources are 
limited and we really need to grow again 

We live in the vineyards and every year we see the 
way that the vigneron cuts the vines back to a last 
small pip. All the goodness is concentrated there 
and the growth for the next summer is ready. We 
have been cut right back, BUT the Lord is the 
vigneron and He 
knows what is 
needed for us. 

 

Mieke and I pray that we will again find that exciting 
growth and development in which individuals come 
to fall in love with Jesus and all come to exercise 
their gifts across the whole range of worship. 

We need to think, pray and consider the way forward and come up with deep 
thoughts about the future. 

So, using one of our favourite phrases “let us pray our socks off !“ 

  Quo Vadis? 

Roy and Mieke Farrar 

 

NEUCHATEL CHURCH NEWS	

2018 AGM  
 
This was held on Sunday 22nd April. Teblez Beyn and Abbie Therrien (now back from 
New Zealand) were elected to the Church Council. The accounts were accepted but 
due to the fragile state of our finances, the declining attendance at services and the 
recurrent health problems of our Neuchâtel leaders, it was decided to hold a Church 
meeting on Wednesday 11th July from 18.00 at Roy and Mieke’s home in Auvernier 
to discuss the future organisation of our services.  
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Combined service and picnic with La Coudre French-speaking 
congregation 
 
We had been told last year that Le Bon Larron 
chalet at Chaumont, the site of our past 
combined services, would no longer be available, 
so this year arrangements were made to hold the 
service on 17th June in the Chaumont chapel and 
the ensuing picnic in the garden of Marceline and 
Michel Dubois who live near at hand. It was an 
opportunity for us to discover the astonishingly 
large chapel of Chaumont in which the La 
Coudre congregation regularly hold services. The 
visitor’s attention is immediately attracted by the 
vivid colours of the 4 beautiful stained glass 
windows, designed and made by the pupils of the 

 
 
adjoining primary school in the 
1980s and their schoolteacher M. 
Renaud and which depict scenes 
from the Bible. 

June 17th was Refugees Sunday 
and the theme of the bilingual 
service, led by Rev. Christophe 
Allemann and Rev. Roy Farrar 

was on the theme of “Welcoming and getting to know others.” The reading was from 
Genesis 39, v. 1-6 (the story of Joseph and Potiphar and dialogues between mixed 
pairs of French- and English-speaking parishioners (our representatives being the 
Veenendaals and the Moreaux) all had to do with welcoming and showing interest in 
others. 

Musicians from our 2 churches – Marceline on the piano and Lucy Cartledge playing 
her flute – accompanied us in our hymn singing, during the communion and treated 
us to some lovely duets: Chanson du matin (Elgar), Ishmael, Son of Abraham (Dollar 
Brand who changed his name to Abdullah Ibrahim on converting to Islam), Gather 
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round for the table is spread (Skye Boat Song) … and an up-to-date version of the 
children’s song Teddy Bears’ Picnic sung by soprano Alison Black! I’ve already put in 

a request for this one at our BBQ at 
Boudevilliers on 26th August. 
 

After all this build-up to the picnic and getting-
to-know-each-other, we were ready for the 
second part of our day together. For some, the 
big surprise was still to come: the breathtaking 
view from the Dubois’ garden overlooking the 
Lakes of Neuchâtel and Morat, with the 
panorama of the Alps as a backdrop! The 
weather was kind to us, letting us enjoy our 

picnic at leisure before a 
sudden wind and a few 
drops of rain got us packing 
up our things and stowing 
the garden chairs in case of 
a storm. (It didn’t come to 
much!) Thanks to all who 
organized the day, which 
has now become a regular 
event in our calendars!               
Ann 
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Ecumenical Prayers – 100th Edition in the Canton 
Sunday 17th June 2018 saw Christians from many different churches in the canton 
gathered at Notre-Dame in La Chaux de Fonds for the 100th time since the prayers 

began 10 years ago.   

These monthly Sunday evening 
services are an opportunity for 
quiet reflection, as we listen to 
the Gospel reading, sing Taizé 
chants, and pray together.  The 
Notre-Dame team passed a 
candle to the team from Boudry 
RC Church who will be hosting 
the prayers from September.  
On this special occasion all the 
ministers present joined in 
prayer at the end of the service.                                    

                                                                                                                              Hazel 
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Farewell service of Rev. Delphine Collaud 
It’s not often that you have to sit against the back wall of 
the church behind a pillar, because even though you 
arrived before the start of the service, they are the only 
remaining seats.  However, this happened to us on 
Ascension Day this year.  EREN were saying “goodbye” 
and “thank you” to Rev. Delphine Collaud .   

If you’ve attended an ecumenical service in Neuchâtel in 
the past 10 years, then you’ve met her.  If you attended the 
climate march a few years ago, then she probably served 
you a welcoming cup of hot tea at the end.   

It was a beautiful service, with lots of music (Mendelssohn, 
Haydn, Fauré).  Rev. Collaud’s sermon was lively and thought provoking as usual, 
and Bern and I felt privileged to have been able to join with our many Swiss 
Reformed church friends on this special occasion.  Thankfully, even though the 
Collegiale is currently undergoing extensive restoration, the microphones were 
working perfectly, and whilst we couldn’t see at least we could hear. 

                                                                                                                                Hazel 

 

Some holiday snaps ! 
Here we see Peter and Jenny on a recent visit to 
England, with Dianne Cox, our former priest  in 
Neuchâtel, in front of the statue of Constantine, the 
first Christian Roman emperor, outside York Minster. 
Constantine was proclaimed emperor while in York 
in 306 AD. 
 
Dianne will be in Switzerland this summer doing a 
locum in Christchurch, Lausanne. We hope to attend 
one of her services, probably on Sunday 12th 
August. 
 
Want to join us ? Let Hazel or Jenny know, please ! 
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Lucy and David’s wedding pics 

As announced in the Meet-a-Member article in the April-June edition, Lucy Maliki 
and her fiancé David Grace were married on 15th June. On the first photo you can 
see them in the splendid room in the Château de Cormondrèche where the civil 
ceremony was held and on the second one with our own Rev. Roy Farrar, who 
blessed the union of the happy couple outside the Hôtel Jean-Jacques Rousseau in 
La Neuveville on the shores of the Lake of Bienne. 
Lucy and David, we wish you many years of love and happiness together! 
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SOME DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Summer timetable 2018 – please consult website page Upcoming Events of 

www.neuchatel-english-church.org for more details 

• Sunday 12th August at 10.00 Holy Communion at Christchurch, 
Lausanne. Revd Dianne Cox preaching. Car sharing possible.  

• Sunday 26th August at 12.00 Open-air service followed by BBQ and 
bring-and-share picnic at Boudevilliers Dog Club. Families welcome! 

• Sunday 9th September at 10.00 La Coudre Service of the Word 
• Sunday 16th September at 18.00 at Boudry R.C. Church Ecumenical 

prayers (Taizé service) 
• Sunday 23rd September at 17.00 at La Coudre Holy Communion 

Our fortnightly Bible study sessions will resume after the summer. Please 
consult website for latest details. 
 
Monthly prayer & fasting group: Our prayer group meets regularly and all are 
welcome. Times and dates will be announced regularly by email to those 
interested.  
 
STOP PRESS!!!    All Saints Church (Vevey) Weekend Away in Leysin on the 
21st to 23rd September 2018. Friends from Neuchâtel church are cordially invited. 

In addition to staying overnight, it is possible to attend for just some sessions and 
a meal at the Alpine Classic Hotel.  The day rates are: 
·       Saturday, lunch +dinner + coffee break + seminar room = CHF 85.- per adult 

& CHF 35.- per child OR 
·       Saturday, lunch + coffee break + seminar room = CHF 45.- per adult & CHF 

25.- per child OR 
·       Saturday, Coffee break + seminar room 15CHF   
·       Sunday, lunch + coffee break + seminar room = CHF 45.- per adult & CHF 

25.- per child OR 
·       Sunday, Coffee break + seminar room 15CHF 
 
Organizer Louise Bowley needs to tell the hotel a week in advance about any 
extra meals.  
No charge for the Friday session as it is usually introductory and most people are 
fairly tired after a long week anyway.  All are welcome to join us though. 
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More information can be found on All Saints’ website http://www.allsaints.ch/news 

 

Dr. Rick & Lulu Williams will be joining us as our keynote speakers this year. 
Originally from Australia, Rick was the founding Pastor at Riverside Vineyard 
Church (London), and having retired now speaks, writes, trains and mentors other 
church pastors and leaders. He and Lulu will be joined by Brice Johnson who will 
lead our Youth Stream, while our generous friends at Westlake Lausanne will lead 
our Children’s Stream. There will also be a supervised Crèche!! Sign-up forms can 
be downloaded.  There are limited places so first come first served!! 
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NEWS FROM FROM BERYL BAKER 

 
From Colin Cunliffe, a retired fireman who sends equipment to Beryl and others in 
Paraguay, written for his parish magazine at St Wilfred's, Ribchester, England 

Sent with Colin’s permission. 

 “At the Tomb of the Inflatable Pig” 

It can sometimes be puzzling, and can cause one to reflect that the smallest and 
most mundane actions can lead to a chain of events that can never be imagined.  

On an initial visit to Paraguay in 2000 the only travel book I could find on the 
country was « At the Tomb of the Inflatable Pig, Travels through Paraguay » by 
John Gimlette. Although it seems an odd title, it was interesting and informative. 
Part of the author’s travels took him into the Chaco, a land mass that 
covered  nearly two thirds of the country but held less than one tenth of the 
population. A wild lawless region inhabited by, amongst others, indigenous Indian 
tribes and by 40,000 Mennonites, a Christian sect.  

A chapter in the book mentioned a British nurse, Beryl Baker, who had travelled 
out in the 1970s with Tear Fund, but when the charity withdrew she stayed behind, 
seeing the need and feeling it was her calling. The following year I returned for an 
extended tour. I was briefly in the capital Asuncion for the weekend. I took time to 
practice my Spanish and having hailed a taxi I attended the morning service in St 
Andrews church.  

After the service outside talking to some of the congregation I struck up a 
conversation with the very same Nurse Beryl Baker. It transpired that this was one 
of her extremely infrequent visits to the capital.  And by coincidence this was my 
first and only one.  

Curious, having read about her work, I enquired as to her needs which had been 
mentioned in the book, and tentatively mentioned that we might possibly be able to 
help with her wish list.  

Over the years we succeeded in donating  microscopes for looking at TB slides, 
dental equipment, bicycles for two of her helpers who lived a long way from her 
surgery, baby weighing scales, sheets, blankets, baby clothes, medical and 
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surgical  items, bandages and dressings in abundance, children’s toys, sewing 
machines, wheelchairs, walking aids, crutches and money !  

On a later tour I managed to squeeze a visit to her bungalow/hospital/surgery in 
the Chaco on an estancia owned by her patron and supporter, Rhett Butler. The 
building was simple and frugal. 

Before owning a pickup truck, she would do her rounds on El Dorado, her trusty 
horse. 

A few years later Beryl returned briefly to the UK to attend to family matters and 
found time to visit Ribchester where she stayed for three or four days making 
friends with the bell ringers and others in the village and beyond.  

We remain in contact, albeit spasmodically as communications still present a 
problem in the remote Chaco, and from time to time humanitarian items still find 
their way out by a circuitous route.  

So inflatable pigs have their use after all ! 

 

                
 

Beryl with friends at Rio Verde church 
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The following letter from Beryl was sent out on May 6th : 
 
Dear friends, 
 
Very few people in church this morning but an uplifting service with Beth, a teacher 
from the school leading and Tim preaching. 
 
The bishop’s wife Sally is unwell with a kidney complaint and Donald Brookes has 
an infected leg so both need prayer. 
 
Jonathan sadly goes to his mother every weekend, Friday evening through to 
Sunday evening and he is now so stressed but that’s what the court orders, which 
is so cruel.  Ana remains demanding everything from Jorvy  and he too is very 
stressed . Ana phoned me to ask advice for her boyfriends  vomiting and upset 
stomach but she wanted to know whether i was in town or not so  that she could 
plague Jorvy for money from his wages. As it was I was still in the Chaco.   
 
There are six health promoters plus Fidelina in training and Florencio who has now 
returned to Estribo.  They need a lot of backup. 
 
THe general election went by peacefully although one ex-president of an opposing 
party was screaming fraud, which made him look a complete fool as Marito of the 
current political party won by a huge majority.  Marito, at least has a pleasant face 
and his counsellor is a Mennonite evangelical.   
 
Rhett is now doing a lot better and is on a very strict diet.  He is losing weight and 
feels all the better for it.  The ranch will be left to a foundation which will ensure the 
preservation of the forests and wildlife.  All the floodwater has gone and the 
intense out-of-season heat and the lack of rain for two months or more was 
creating problems for the plants; and the dust has been more than plentiful.  Over 
the past two days however it has rained, both here in town and in the Chaco and 
at last the temperature has dropped somewhat, for which everyone is truly 
thankful. 
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The number of puppies and kittens remains static but Sylvia Torres has found a 
vet who spays and castrates at a quarter of the price of others and knows the 
desperate need to reduce the number of unwanted dogs and cats. 
 
My own health prevented me from going on the last medical trip to La Patria but 
later this month I will hopefully be able to go. 
 
Prayer requests are for Miguel Martinez a 50-year-old Indian from Estribo who has 
a skin condition that needs immediate diagnosis and all my efforts to get a doctor 
in the Chaco to do something have been in vain, so I will bring him to Asuncion the 
next trip down.  My vehicule has been a problem and in fact I was stranded in the 
Mennonite Colonies with a blind lady, and partially-sighted man and their 
grandaughter who was with them. We had to stay overnight but at least we were 
safe and reasonably comfortable. Tomas is 80 and will receive cataract surgery on 
21st June along with Innocencia in her sixties who is now completely blind. 
Tomas’s father was Irish and he still remembers some English   words. 
 
I thank the Lord that Cornelio Valenzuela, his wife Mari Ester and their grown-up 
families are praying about living in the Chaco again. They used to be in Sombrero 
Piri.  Mari Ester is a qualified nurse, also their daughter Rebecca who is currently 
working at the cancer hospital.  Cornelio is a mechanic along with his son Nelson 
and they own some land at Rio Verde.  Mari Ester hopes to get the Sunday school 
going again and Cornelio is a good preacher. 
Today the German church, which is a few blocks down the road is offering 
traditional Paraguayan food and so the street is packed with cars.  You don’t have 
to be a member to eat there 
 
The Lord bless you and make 
His face to shine upon you and 
give you His peace. 
 
Lots of love and prayers, 
Beryl 

 

 

                                                
Beryl at the ranch clinic 
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Since the above letter, Rosemarie has also received the photos included here and 
some short letters from Beryl, containing follow-ups about people already 
mentioned. I’ll include a few extracts. As you can see, Beryl is more than just a 
nurse and on many occasions has to double up as a social worker or a vet! It 
always amazes us how she manages to cope single-handed, though of course she 
is dependent on all the financial contributions we can send her after our Harvest 
Festival and Christmas services - and of course her faith in God ! 
                                                                                                                             Ann 
                   

 
Beryl and the animals 

 
-  My car died on route and only due to the kindness of  the police we managed to 
get to town albeit very late.  My car has been in the workshop and is now 
roadworthy again.  There is so much to praise and thank God for. 
 
- The 9 cats that were spayed and castrated are all ok and Gingy was done 
yesterday so I am about to collect him.  They are all going on Facebook for 
adoption. 
At the ranch three more big dogs have arrived, one an untrained German 
shepherd who is starving.  He has to be tied up but lives in the kitchen and corridor 
of one of the Indian cowboys and providing he gets plenty of food he is ok, but he 
needs a good home and my friend Sylvia has just told me that the lady director of 
the zoo has a special interest in German shepherds and hopefully she can take 
him and train him if it’s not too late. 
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- Sally Bartlett is a lot better and is up and about but still feeling very 
weak.  Donald Brookes’ infection has cleared up and he goes on with his dialysis 
three times a week while he awaits a kidney transplant. 
 
- Jonathan stays with his father at the weekends now and hopefully will not have to 
go back to his mother.  At last she had to comply and see a government 
psychologist who confirmed her unstable and violent nature along with other 
things.  Jonathan is now at lot happier. 
 
- Fidelina is working under the supervision of her father, Cirilo who is very much 
incapacitated by the amputaion of his toes. The day I delivered a supply of 
medicines to her at the entrance of Estribo I was not able to drive in as the road 
was impassable. This meant that I couldn’t get Manuel Martinez out to take him to 
town but hopefully next week this will be possible. 
 
- Tomas and Innocencia are lined up for cataract surgery the 21st so hopefully all 
transportation difficulties can be overcome. 
 
- Rhett is in Texas but as yet no news from him. 
 
- The weather has turned very cold, which people here find very difficult to cope 
with, including the birds and animals. 
 
- I am wearing a wrist support at present as the jolting of the very bad roads has 
done something or other.  With the cold and my Renaud’s  syndrome my B:P is 
very high but controlled by medicines. 
 
- Had problems with the police abut a plastic number plate.  It was on the car when 
I bought it and was then acceptable but now it’s not so  I have to get a metal 
number plate which will be ready at the end of next week. 
 
- The Rio Verde Sunday School is now in full swing thanks to Mari Ester.The 
church was full after a combined churches evangelical outreach last weekend. 
 
God bless, 
 
Lots of love, 
 
Beryl 
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ON A LIGHTER NOTE … 

 
 

Our church kitchen in La Coudre church  is being renovated during the summer : hope 
they don’t put these notices up! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


